= We found
- Eldorado
in Coin

Best known for the
defunct BBC soap the
truth is most foreigners
who live in Coin have

really coined it in, sa
Jon Clarke

T has been well over a decade since
Eldorado slunk from the TV screens
with a whimper and an hasta luego.
The biggest soap opera flop in British
TV history, the BBC drama had hoped to
replicate some of the sunshine and glam-
our of imported Australian soaps like
Neighbours, and keep EastEnders on-its
toes.
How wrong could they have been? Ham-
strung with problems from the start, the
show suffered from poor casting, bad
storylines and cringing performances by
actors, many of whom (ﬁdn’t even know
what a read-through was.
Indeed, the only thing producers had no
shortage of was sunshine, with the set ap-
propriately built in the hills in Coin above
the Costa del Sol.
Amazingly, it is still there today — and
despite the show having re-couped its in-
vestment many times over due to re-runs,
it stands as a stark reminder of the BBC’s
failure to replicate on screen the life on

the Spanish costas.
Turn to Page 2

-

—

SATELLITE | GET THE BEST 3 - HOTEL ! ‘.. ™
{ |
’ —_

SYSTEMS INSURANCE

QUOTE IN

COIN AND
H.D., Sky & Freeset Boxes
II]\,I STOCK GUADALHORCE
Official viewing cards VALLEY
IN STOCK .
Problems with channels 4 or 57 French, German, Spanish
CALL FOR HELP! & English spoken

Candnigo - SPA
Ordofiez, 17, -
Coin (Milaga)
952 450 55(
C/Vicario, 2, Coin info@
Tel: 952455147 hotelalbaicin.es » 4
or 637442215 www, =
hotelalbaicin.es REST

Working with four

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE RATES . :
International companies

951242418 or 657 086 989

CALL OUT, ALIGNMENTS STILL ONLY € 40
email: rsssatellite@hotmail.com
COIN, ALHAURIN, CARTAMA, ALORA




INSURANCE

* HOUSE

* CARS (UK & Spanish)
» HEALTH

* TRAVEL

* LIFE

* BUSINESS
* LEGAL

* GOLF

We can cover

everything

APD 392, Coin, 29100 Malaga
Telephone: 952 451 024/

952 451 033
Fax: 952 452 093

Email; info@theinsurancecentre.net
Website: www.themsurancecentre.net

We are opposite the bus station in Coin
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But, that is not to say that
the purpose-built set, high
in the hills above the Gua-
dalhorce Valley town has
gone to waste.

A string of films and TV dra-
mas have been produced
there since — and Antonio
Banderas is even scheduled
to be part-making a movie
there this Autumn.
According to  sources,
Spain s hottest star is mak-
ing a film about Andalucia’s
last Moorish ruler King
Boabdil - he of the last sigh
- who handed over Granada
to the Christians in 1492.
“He is due here in Septem-
ber or October,” confirms
Marco Berrocal, who man-
ages the studio Ciudad del
Cine, which these days also
comprises a hotel and res-
taurant.

“We have had plenty of pro-
ductions here since Eldo-
rado ended and we hope to
have many more.”

It is certainly the most un-
usual place hidden amid
a pine forest high above
Coin. You take a windy lane
known as Camino de los Lla-
nos which goes higher and
higher into the hills until
you suddenly come across...
well, a self-contained vil-
lage. Except that it isn"t.

A petrol station, town hall,
village square, post boxes
and phone boxes, all sud-
denly emerge in a clearing
within the forest. More The
Shining, than a soap opera,
even the receptionist insists
that it is “a cold and very
spooky” place to stay the
night in winter.

Certainly most people in
Coin try their best not to be
associated with the defunct
soap opera Eldorado.

“It is a complete coincidence
that the programme was
set here,” says estate agent
Richard Nicholson, who has
lived in Coin for seven years.
“It was based on an urbani-
sation in Nerja that had be-
come quite well known in
the UK at the time.

“It was about an English
ghetto and nothing like
Coin, which is a real Spanish
town, where most foreign-

MAYOR: Clavijo

SCHEDULE: Antonio Banderas is

.

scheduled to film in Coin this Autumn

Banderas
in town

ers try to integrate and learn
the language and those who
don’t mostly don’t get on
and end up leaving for the
coast.”

Ask Robert Zdrill. He actu-
ally settled in the inland
Malaga town having worked
as a video editor on Eldo-
rado for a year.

“I fell in love with the place
and didn’t want to move
anywhere else,” explains
the Canadian, who gave
up making pop videos for
the likes of Simple Minds
and Geri Halliwell to start
his own satellite television
company RSS.

“The landscape is like Brit-
ish Columbia or California
and there is so much history
going back to Roman times.
“On top of that they are in-
credibly laid back and toler-
ant up here and they have
definitely maintained their
artistic tradition, with ce-
ramics and other arts.”

Marble from
the quarries
was used in the
construction of
the Roman town
of Italica

You definitely get a sense of
this, wandering around the
historic core of the town,
which has some surprisingly
attractive old buildings and
a good variety of shops.

Even better, there is finally
a stylish place to stay in the

heart of the town.
Converted by a pair of lo-
cal brothers, Hotel Albaicin
has cleverly maintained the
original features of an old
sock factory and an attached
18th century townhouse,
alongside modern architec-
tural intervention. There
are even some of its original
Moorish features, such as a
water fountain, alongside
stylish modern staircases
and contemporary rooms.
“We just wanted to preserve
some of Coin’s best heri-
tage,” explains Sebastian
Guerrero Loriguillo, whose
girlfriend Maria Jose Garcia
was the architect.

Coming from a long line of
artists and musicians — his
grandfather painted the
Tajo of Ronda, while his
great grandfather toured
with famous flamenco star
Juan Breva — his family was
schooled to appreciate the
building”s history.

“We have worked more than
ten years through a charity
to protect and preserve the
old town of Coin, so when
we found this old building
for sale in 2004 we jumped
at the opportunity to buy it,”
continues Guerrero, 35.

“We knew one thing that
Coin badly needed was a
stylish, central hotel to cre-
ate a focal point. We believe
we have done that.”

There is no doubt that the
hotel and the Albaicin area,
which was named after
the tightly packed sloping
streets of Granada’s famous
Arabic barrio, is a nice place
for a stroll.

There are still plenty of

remnants of the old Arabic
town, which has long been a
thriving agricultural centre
and the main market town
for the Guadalhorce valley.
Located in a fertile valley of
the Rio Grande river, it be-
came known for its fruits,
such as oranges, avocados
and more recently pome-
grantes.

It was under the Romans -
who named it Lacibis - that
Coin became an important
market town and transition
point for the minerals be-
ing quarried in the nearby
Sierra Blanca.

Marble from these quarries
was used in the construc-
tion of the Roman town of
Italica, or Roman Sevilla,
and the mining of iron ore
and marble continued into
the 19th Century.

During the time of the Vi-
sigoths, like many places in
Andalucia, the town lost its
lustre and largely fell into
ruin until the Moors con-
quered the region and re-
built it around 929AD.

It went through something
of a renaissance, thanks to
the Arabs clever use of wa-
ter and love of gardens and
planting. But their days
were numbered and in 1485,
after a long siege, the town
finally fell to the Christian
Crusaders from the north,
who were said to have in-
cluded Christopher Colum-
bus among their troop.

A wonderful spot
which on a clear
day has views of
the Sierra Nevada
180kms away

But the Moors legacy of
planting and gardens was
thankfully respected, a fac-
tor that was clearly noted
by celebrated British ex-
plorer Captain Cook when
he visited the town, along
with Cartama and Alhaurin
in 1829. Travelling with the
Royal Navy, he was mightily
impressed.

“These villages,” he wrote,
“are on rising ground above
the river and in beauty of
situation and cultivation
cannot be excelled. They af-
ford a specimen of the whole
country when possessed by
the Moors, being surround-
ed by gardens with orange,
lemon and palm trees and
abounding in all the fine as
well as the more common
fruits.”

To this day an orange tree
features on Coin’s coat of
arms and there is no doubt
that the town still has a
curious feel of being both
bustling and rural in equal
measures.

While on one hand slick
businessmen walk into the
town hall armed with brief-
cases and clutching plan-
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RESTING: The hotel pool where actors working
in the Eldorado TV series stayed

ning applications, it is not
unusual to see a tractor or
quad bike driving around its
narrow lanes, and there are
numerous farming imple-
ment businesses scattered
around.

“That is certainly the dif-
ference between Coin and
Alhaurin,” says Dutchman
Carlo von den Nieuwen-
huijzen, 47, who is a regu-
lar visitor to both towns
through his job as a chef at
a guesthouse. “While Al-
haurin is more urban and
built up, Coin has more of
a country feel. You can re-
ally sense it in the shops.
While Alhaurin is the place
to find top quality salmon or
Asturias blue cheese, Coin is
good for locally-grown fruit
and veg and has an excellent
saturday market on the feria
ground.”

He and his partner Ronald
Henselmans, 43, had been
quite specific when choos-
ing the main parameters for
locating the perfect spot to
open their B&B Casa Don
Carlos.

Just 25 minutes to the air-

port and 25 to the coast, it
also needed good views and
to be in a decent size plot
with at least five bedrooms.

“We looked at 50 houses in
just one week with five dif-
ferent estate agents,” says
Ronald, a former Ikea man-
ager from Brabant. “We
were specific about what we
wanted, but were still shown
a lot of rubbish and one
house, for example, didn’t
even exist.

“Eventually we found this
wonderful spot, that on
a clear day has views of
180kms all the way to the
Sierra Nevada.”

They are not the only Dutch
running a guesthouse in the
town. On the other side of
Coin, on the road to Monda,
is Restaurante Hostal San-
taFe. Run by a young couple,
Marije Veugen and her hus-
band chef Jaap Schaafsma,
they are listed in the Mi-
chelin guide and have been
voted to have one of the Top
Five best dining terraces in
Andalucia.

“It is pretty quiet and tra-
ditional here,” says Jaap,

27, who trained at some of
the best restaurants in Hol-
land including Augusta and
Terracotta. “But you don’t
live here for the nightlife. . .
you live here because it is a
quiet rural area. If you want
nightlife you can go to Mar-
bella.”

That is exactly what Ash-
ley and Ben Fitches did not
want when they settled in
Coin four years ago. They
couldn’t wait to get away
from the Costa del Sol when
looking for the dream loca-
tion to set up their health
and fitness business in An-
dalucia.

Indeed, just two weeks on
the Golden Mile in Marbella
was enough to send them
packing into the hills for a
taste of the real Spain.
Finding the infamous coast-
al resort “false and preten-
tious”, they hankered for
something a bit more down
to earth and, well, genuinely
Spanish.

“We drove all over the place
looking at lots of towns,” re-
calls Ashley, 37, a beautician
and Reiki master. “Ronda
was out of the way, and
while the villages around
the mountains are charming
they are a bit quiet.

“It was on our way back from
one journey that we popped
into Coin to buy some cakes
for tea. We had not really
given the town any thought,
and were surprised to find
it so laid back and friendly.
There were kids and preg-
nant women everywhere
and lots of happy-looking
old men playing chess in the
square. We thought, this is
the sort of place we could

live in.”
Turn to Page 5
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The Resin Bonded Hi-Bond Chemicals system
provides an attractive, hard wearing, low maintenance,
anti-slip surface using a wide range of natural and
recycled aggregates.

Using the latest in resin technology to
provide all the visual pleasure of gravel but with the
stones bonded together to prevent them from moving,.

Choose from a wide range of natural stone, colours
and sizes to blend in with the surrounding area.

For more informaton and a free quotation
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From Page 3 “This place is buzzing tains,” she explains. ronmental record, which
with expatriates, even It is also one of the main  certainly, in comparison

But the couple, who give  though a lot have gone things local PSOE mayor with his neighbours, is
classes around Coin, back in the last few Gabriel Clavijo lists when impeccable.

HISTORIC: In 1910, as this charming anoaic ollage

e o ke VA century of traditio
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were certainly not the months.” singing the praises of his As well as helping to
first to come looking for  The bilingual %omain. “Coin is  spearhead a (so far) suc-
their Eldorado in Coin. accountant, a big town, but  cessful campaign to fight
Ofﬁma]ly, some 20,000 whose hus- Coin i with the qual- a plan to dam the Rio
expatriates are said to band is an oinis an ityoflifeofa  Grande to provide more
live in the Guadalhorce English agricultural town vilage” he water for Malaga city, he
Valley, which is locat- avocado explains. has continually blocked

ed between the Sierra farmer, has and it is essential <f il has neighbouring ~ Alhaurin
Blanca, and imposing Si- now settled to maintain its a laid back el Grande’s plans to con-

erra delas Nieves natural  in Coin af- . feel. We crete over popular local
ark, which looms in the  ter living for environment  have a lovely nature spot, known as
d istance to the west. many years in average annu- Barranco Blanco.

But it is a lot more than  Barcelona. al temperature And that is not all. As the
that when you take into  “I think a lot has to of 15 degrees and Olive Press has reported

account the number who  do with its connections, you don’t have to go to in recent editions, he has
are not officially regis- just 20 minutes from the Malaga to do your shop- even been sued unsuc-
tered,” says Maria Jose Costa del Sol, 20 min- ping. cessfully by a developer
. 3 ge . . . . . . Hevilla, who runs an ac-  utestotheairportand20 He is also particularly for overturning a plan
ANCIENT AND MODERN: From sprinkling fountains and grand town houses to quad bikes up back streets, Coin has many interesting sites countancy firm Cohesa. minutes into the moun- proud of his town’s envi-  to build 600 houses and

a golf course at another
nature spot Los Llanos
de Matagallar near the

BarrancolBlancolandimuchimore |

the countryside and the

COIN could not be further from The trail begins in the Refugio de  awaits people who want to scrib- old ways of life. Coin is
the Costa del Sol clichés that By Andrew Pearce Juanar area in Ojen, from where ble their names down and post an agricultural town and
spring to mind when the notori- a five-hour round trip, encom- them as evidence of their accom- it is essential to maintain
ous package holiday resorts are X . passing 1ikms of mountain ter- plishment! . i the integrity of the river,
mentioned. pools and challenging mountain rain, heads up to the striking La  In the other direction towards the the town’s water and its
Situated in the Valle de Guadal- trails. Concha peak that rises up behind Sierra de las Nieves national park environment.”

horece, at the foot of the Sierra de = Mountain bikers can test thel.n- Marbella. is the Rio Grande river, where But, the mayor, as well
Mijas, and overlooked by the Sier-  selves on tough dirt tracks, while The wholejourneyis accompanied there are numerous places to take as its local residents. will
ra de Alpujata, it is close to many  those looking to relax and simply byimpressive views outto Marbel-  a dip and lay out your picnic mat. have to keep their guard,

areas of immense natural beauty.  savour the landscape can take lei- la, the Mediterranean Coast and And then in the far distance are

If you are willing to get out and surely strolls or horserides around even the northern tip of Africa if the soaring snow-capped sierras, especially when there are

still so many green areas

explore you will certainly not be thevalley, or justfind a comfortable the day is clear. only a half an hour drive away. 1
d}i?appOi}r’lted. Y sg.ot to el});:)y a family lpic1.1ic. . Once ¥he 1215 metre summit of If these suggestions still do not ) % glg\’,‘éﬂ)d ;rlggnttown ripe for
Just five kms south of Coin, is Slightly further afield, in the Si- La Concha has been reached, itis whet the appetite then just hit the - _ _ $ p ment ot 1i ¢
the adventurer’s paradise of Bar-  erra Blanca, is a little-known trek even possible to immortalise the road and explore — there really is s R T TR _ E(l) g use 4 % fas ‘1tne o
ranco Blanco, home to sparkling tl_lat should challenge all would-be achievement. more to Coin than meets the eye. . . grg o be q‘rf i wag(
waterfalls, crystal clear plunge hikers. A tin container marked Correos Costa del Sol it is not. SKY HIGH BEAUTY: The amazing Barranco Blanco from hills above axed 1n 1993, “You can

trust anyone these days.”
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WHERE TO STAY

SLOWLY but surely Coin is es-
tablishing itself as a good place
to stay in the Guadalhorce Val-
ley. Without a doubt the most
convenient place to stay is the
Hotel Albaicin (www.hotelal-
baicin.es) in the heart of the
old town.

Comfortable rooms, it has ex-
cellent communal spaces and
is a great place to hang around.
Set up by two local brothers a
year ago, it is the epitome of
style, yet conserves plenty of its
original features.

Nearby in the hills above Coin is
one of the most alluring places.
The name Santa Fe (www.san-
tafe-hotel.com  952452916)
conjures up an idea of the Wild
West and there is nothing up
here that disappoints from the
stunning Jacaranda trees you
meet on arrival to the beauti-
fully-conserved old farmhouse,
which counts four comfortable
bedrooms and one of the best
restaurants in Andalucia.
Another good place to lay down
your hat is Casa Don Carlos
high in the hills between Coin
and Alhaurin (669945046
www.casadoncarlos.com).
While comfort is very much at
the top of the list, this guest
house run by Ron and Carlo
also has some of the best views
imaginable.

TOPS: Santa
Fe’s Jaap

THERE are a number of outstanding
places to eat in Coin. Listed as having
on the Top Five best terraces in Andalu-
cia, naturally Santa Fe (www.santafe-
hotel.com 952452916 ) is an essential
place to check out. A two-minute drive
out of town, it sits in a stunning leafy
garden. Run by a Michelin-trained
Dutch chef Jaap (left), it is really some-
thing out of the ordinary. In the heart
of Coin itself, you should definitely take
a visit to the recently-opened Punto
y Coma, installed in Hotel Albaicin,
where La Consula-trained chef Diego
Manceras, knocks out a fabulous mix
of modern and traditional, using mostly
local ingredients. His Ajo Blanco and
Gazpachuelo Malagueno, a hot broth

of mayonnaise with prawns, rice and
potato were both particularly good.
Another place essential to try is Casa
Paco (www.casapaco.es), the most
well known of the town s restaurants
- and quite rightly so. Here, ambitious
chef Paco Ruiz Cerrillo (right) can try out
a range of the recipes he has picked
up at a variety of cooking courses and
seminars, including Madrid Fusion.
Great attention to detail, subtle pastel-
blue walls and a superb wine list, cov-
ering most of the country s regions. It
makes for a fantastic place for a special
occasion. Yet there is more. In particu-
lar, you must try Bohemia (www.res-
taurante-bohemia.com 952450545)
which is romantic and highly adventur-

RURAL
RETREATS: Left
Santa Fe, while
(above) Carlo
and Ron from
Casa Don Carlos

CREATIVE: Paco at Casa Paco

ous. The owner Pedro Trillo has incredible
talent both for his interior design, food and
original tapestries, which line the walls and
his interesting menu is always a joy.

English Lawyers
& Spanish Abogados

Specialising in English
& Spanish legal services:

Property, Planning & Conveyancing

Wills, Probate & Tax
Family & Divorce
Personal Injury
Timeshare & Fractionals
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Languages spoken:
English, Spanish, French, German,
Dufch, Italion & Danish

Centro Comerical La Trocha, Spanbox B220,
Apartado 178, 29100 Coin, Malaga

T:+34 951315 161
F: +34 951 315 162

Email: coinenquiries@decottalaw.net
www.decottalaw.com

Drama waiting to happen

IT was destined to go wrong
right from the start.

The first time the BBC had
ever contracted an indepen-
dent company to produce a
series outside of the UK, it
is incredible that they chose
the Costa del Crime as the
testing ground.

Based out of Coin, the com-
pany JD y T owned by pro-
ducers John Dark and James
Todesco was given the job of
pulling together the biggest
soap opera launch for a de-
cade.

A former producer of James
Bond films Dark hoped that
Eldorado would soon take
on Eastenders.

Yet, after a few episodes
it was hamstrung with an
enormous amount of prob-
lems and ratings were sink-
ing fast.

“The BBC was caught with
its pants down,” contends
Robert Zdrill, who worked as

TOWN WITH NO NAME: Eldorado set

- complete with petrol station, town hall
and post boxes - is still around today.

. Left, Zdrill, whose career was ‘effective-
{1 ly ruined’ by the drama

Casa Don Carlos

Alhaurin el Grande
wwwwscasadoncarlos.e

Coin’s best e .
breakfast bar BMW R1200GS Adventure Rental

e

“Proper Full
English”

Poligono Cantarranas,

29100 Cain
Tel: 952 452 133
Mobile: 636 586 503

a video editor on the series.
“There was lots of mischief
going on and it turned out
to be a huge disaster.”

The problems were enor-
mous. Poorly-built sets,
actors who couldn’t act
and poor production left
the drama with three mil-
lion less than its target 10m
viewers. It was eventu-
ally axed after one year in
March 1993.

“To be fair it was rushed
through onto the schedules
too early,” says Zdrill, who
has since produced music
videos for the likes of Sim-
ple Minds. “The top brass
wanted it ready for Expo 92
and there was no way it was
going to be ready in time.”
In particular, he cites the
poor lighting, the set made
of breezeblocks which ru-
ined the sound and the
“abysmal acting”.

“On the first night at the
launch party, you could
practically hear a pin drop
it had gone so badly,” he
recalls. “It spelt the end of
my career and a lot of oth-
ers too.”

It proved to be a huge hit
for the BBC licence pay-
ers, with £5m going to-
wards the set and equip-
ment, and the production
budget of at least £11m.
The BBC ending up writ-
ing off the £1.5m set as
well as £1m of camera
equipment.

That said, today it is still
an interesting place to
visit and around the year a
number of productions are
still produced at the stu-
dios, including one sched-
uled this autumn directed
by Antonio Banderas.

You can still take a wander
around the set, visiting the
original pool, see the town
hall and village square, as
well as the series of houses
made of breeze blocks.

It is not far from Coin and
well worth the trip.
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Come and visit the stunning
candlelit restaurant hostal
in the hills above Coin S
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COHESA CONSLLTING ASESORES

At Cohesa Consulting Asesores we offer an integrated consultancy
service for companies and private individuals:

® Tax © Accounting © Payroll Advice

Our quallified professionals take care of all your transactions with the
Inland Revenue and the Social Security and can also advise
you on the different grants available for your business. We also cover:

® Legal ® Financial ® Insurance
® Real Estate Services

Our objective is to be an Advisor on all fronts, and to be the ‘first
port of call’ for any issues you may have.

For more information please visit our website:
www.cohesa.es

Or call us on: 952 451 318 - 952 453 699

Or visit our offices on Calle Vicario 17D in Coin




