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HEN the late Lady Di needed
a break from the paparazzi
and royal .intrigue she fre-
quently headed to the Costa

del Sol.

But not any old part of the celebrated
costa, don’t you know. She headed for
a tiny village tucked away up a narrow
gorge five minutes from San Pedro de
Alcantara.

It was multi-million private estate of
industrialist James Goldsmith that the
world’s most famous princess used as
a hideaway .

He and his famous children Jemima,
Zac and Ben are among the many jet-

setters who bought property around the
hills of Benahavis.

The influx of high-profile investors such
as Saudi financier Adnan Khashoggi
and British tycoon Sir Alan Sugar has
completely transformed this remote but
dignified corner of the Costa del Sol.
Indeed, today Benahavis touted as the
richest municipality in Spain.

And, incredibly, despite rapid gentri-
fication over the last 30 years, the vil-
lage has lost none of-its character and
charm.

The reason? Both native and foreign

Turn to Page 2
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Benavista and Guadalmina

YOU’RE WELCOME!: Visitors from Lady Di, James
Goldsmith, Suzanne Mizzi and Alan Sugar
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2 Unforgettable

Varsha's

Hair, Nails & Beawty

Christmas & New Year
Spedial Offers
20% OFF all Treatments

CHRISTMAS PACKAGE
& GIFT VOUCHER IDEAS

Teeth whitening
Semi Permanent Make-up

Local No. 7, Urb. E1 Pilar, Km 168,
Estepona. Exit by Open Cor opposite
the Crowne Plaza Hotel
T:952 897 907
www.varshasbeauty.com
siyani_varsha@hotmail.co.uk

blue vista group

look no further...

Quality new & used furniture showrooms

NOW OPEN

For an extensive selection of:
Sofas, Beds, Kitchen Fittings, Eleciricals, Antiques,
Garden Furniture & Patio Sets
Visit our showrooms at:
blue vista group
Urb. El Pilar, Centro Comercial El Pilar No &,
N340 Km168, 29680 Estepona
Tel 952 884 B0B / 643 385713

www.bluevista-group.com




San Pedro special

From Page 1

residents put great value on
the area’s long-standing tra-
ditions of autonomy and se-
clusion.

Separated from the sprawl-
ing gated communities of the
coast by a narrow winding
gorge, Benahavis sits at the
top of the Guadalmina river
valley, hedged in by steep
hills.

Benahavis’ had started to
grow in the late 11th century
principally to service the im-
posing fortress of Montemay-
or, which sits just above the
village.

Defeated but
never conquered
- the bastion’s
remants stand to
this day

It was built by an Arab chief-
tain who later bequeathed
the village its name - Ben al-
Havis, ‘the son of Havis’.

It was always a key strate-
gic spot, as control of Mon-
temayor castle meant control
of western Costa del Sol, and
Moorish caliphs feuded in-
cessantly for the dominance
of the bastion.

It was also, coincidentally, one

ESCAPE: Views down to San Pedro
coast and (inset) the main square

of the last Muslim castles to
capitulate as the marauding
Christian armies advanced
south in 1485.

Defeated but never con-
quered - the remnants of the
ancient bastion still look over
Benahavis to this day.

The atmospheric remains,
which offer fabulous views,
well sum up the village’s spir-
it of independence, which did
not die away under the new
Christian rulers.

Less than a century after the
Moors’ defeat, Benahavis
was granted autonomy from

Marbella and in the 19th
century it served as a major
stronghold for Spanish gue-
rillas during the Napoleonic
wars.

Like the Catholic missionar-
ies and French officers, the
recent millionaire arrivals
have not changed the char-
acter of Benahavis, merely
opening a new chapter inthe  majority of land around the

village's history. town, to keep it from develop-
And best of all, the town has  ment.

not allowed the new arrivals  For a municipality with the
to ruin its character. highest rate of expat resi-
Indeed, the town hall took dents in Spain, Benahavis
the revolutionary step to put  retains a decisively Spanish

preservation
orders on the vast

feel.
According
to official
statistics,
29 per
cent of the
4,400 peo-
ple living in
the munici-
pality are for-
eigners, while
the rate in the village itself is
almost certainly considerably
higher.
Walking along the main
street Avenida Andalucia at
siesta time one sees local

Spaniards chatting with Brit-
ish residents outside cafes.
“Benahavis is a relaxed
friendly society in which to
live, where villagers are wel-
coming and always support-
ive of newcomers trying to
settle into Andalucian life,”
explains Stephanie Thomas,
who retired to the village with
her husband several years
ago. “They smile when you
attempt to speak Spanish
and are very forgiving when
you get the pronunciation
wrong!”

The streets are quiet and
clean, but this village is never
sedate - turn the right corner
and you stumble upon a busy
tapas bar filled with friendly
faces.

Yet to visitors the main attrac-
tion of Benahavis is food.
The village feels like it has
nearly as many restaurants
as front doors, with an eatery
occupying practically every
building on the lively Calle
Malaga.

Although the restaurant boom
coincided with golf develop-
ments nearby, Benahavis has
always punched above its cu-
linary weight.

The village already boasted
around a dozen restaurants
30 years ago, when its popu-
lation was just around 1,000.
Today, it's said to have the
highest concentration of res-
taurants in Andalucia.
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Dine, Dance ¢ be entertained -

in style - this December!
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PARTY TIME 35€ p/p

ERIDAY 10th: Mark & Surayah “The Raw” Blues, Motown, Reggae
% FRIDAY 17th Dec: “Its My Party” - ABBA & 60's female vocals

CHRISTMAS EVE BUFFET 30€ p/p

When the presents are wrapped, come & relax with us - Christmas starts NOW!
A La Carte Buffet with vocals by Pasién to get you in the mood ...

CHRISTMAS DAY €95 p/p

The fabulous Ricky Lavazza entertains with Christmas Ballads, Sing-a-long Carols
& t Dance tunes - burn off the Victorian Pud! Cava & Canapés followed by a
delicious 5 course Traditional Christmas Feast, with free-flowing selected wines.

+ BOXING DAY - A La Carte
Bar opens at 11.00 —Brunch served 12.00 - 3.00p.m.
Coffee - Bucks Fizz - Full English Breakfast - Kippers - Kedgeree & more...

NEW YEAR €110 p/p
Back, by popular demand, our BLACK, WHITE & BLING Gala Dinner.

6 sumpruous courses, served with selected wines throughout. Then: ‘the boys are
back in town’ - Cabaret, piano & vocals by Paul & Andrew; the multi-talented
“Lola’s Boys™. Champagne & Grapes at Midnight...

*

Bar open til 2.00 am.
Remember our CHRISTMAS -'rf-'-lRﬁ.FT on SUNDAY 12th 11.00 - 3.00p.m.
Produce, Cakes, Cards, Gifts & more .
Find full details & Menus on our new website www.epcc.es
rr email: mariun|¢:wa:ndunﬁ-f:-gmﬂil,cum
Please telephone for full details: 952 88 37 99

Malaga Km. 167 - PATIO ACORNOCAL. Past CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL, under footbridae, turn
ards El Paraiso Golf Course & E] Paraiso Hotel & follow 1

v Steneday Luenich also being served.

will be so please you found us!

WAR AND PEACE: Fishing boats and (inset) historic Montemayor castle

“This is the gastronomical
capital of Costa del Sol,” said
Argentine restaurateur Omar
of La Capelina.

“Every restaurant has its own
idea, its unique librito,” he
added. “If you don’t have your
own flavour, you won’t sur-
vive. It is as simple as that”
The competition is certainly
tough, but as the constant
flow of new restaurants dem-
onstrates, there’'s no short-
age of entrepreneurs eager
to try a hand at conquering
the so-called ‘food capital of
Andalucia’.

While Benahavis stands out
for its wealth and gentrifica-
tion its nearby neighbour of
San Pedro de Alcantara large-
ly remains true to its working
class origins.

Perched between the posh
‘Costa del Golf’ resorts and
the tourist mecca of Marbella,
San Pedro’s down-to-earth at-
mosphere stands out sharply
from its surroundings.

Its industrial heritage has al-
ways been in contrast to the
fishing communities either
side, or the agricultural vil-
lages inland.

The town was founded at the
height of the industrial revo-
lution in the mid-19th century
as the processing centre for
the sugar cane and cotton
industries.

The gradual loss of Spanish
sugar-producing colonies in
the Caribbean only increased
San Pedro’s prominence and
the town quickly established
itself as a centre of agricul-
tural innovation.

San Pedrenos are proud of
their industrial past and a
number of the old sugar mills
dotting the area are gradually
being restored.

One of the first industrial
buildings in the town, the
Trapiche de Guadaiza sugar
factory owned by San Pedro’s
founder Marquis del Duero, is
currently being turned into a
museum.

A visitor will
struggle to find
an unfriendly San
Pedreno

Another fine example of in-
dustrial heritage is the finely-
preserved El Ingenio mill at
Calle Concha, which gave the
name to the surrounding bar-
rio.

The factories and mills have
become upmarket coastal ho-
tels and cafes but the working
class ethos of the town itself
is still alive and well, with the

IDYLLIC: Azure lake in the hills above San Pedro

residents shifting from the
manufacturing to the service
sectors, largely to support
the famous tourist Meccas of
nearby Marbella and Puerto
Banus.

San Pedro remains very much
a magnet for labourers from
the Andalucian interior and
the salt of the earth values
they bring with them allows
the town to retain its charac-
ter.

A visitor will struggle to find
an unfriendly San Pedreno.
The townspeople seem al-
ways open for a chat and a
helping hand.

Resentment of expats that
may be noted in some se-
cluded villages is nowhere to
be seen.

“Every year there are more
and more tourists and that’s
great, it adds to the diversity
of the town,” said shop as-
sistant Milagros Perez, who
moved to San Pedro from
Ronda 10 years ago. “Tourists
are our support.”

Such views were repeated
again and again by the young
and the old, the natives and
recent arrivals.

San Pedro may not be the
most flashy resort town but
for those looking for a break
from Costa del Sol’s ostenta-
tious bling, the town is a per-
fect getaway.
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We are security specialists fully licensed and authorised by
the “Direccion General de la Policia” to provide 24hr alarm
& security services. We offer an exceptional level of
customer service with enhanced facilities never before
available utilising the latest technology:

Complete Customer Service in ENGLISH
Monthly Activity Reports
Client Website Login
Emergency Button linked to your Private Health Provider
Daily Signal Check
System Repair less than 24 hrs after fault reported
User Demonstrations in our Showroom or in your home
GSM/GPRS/SMS card for communications
Alarm Installations & Upgrades
Exterior Systems & Perimeter Systems
CCTV Systems with Internet & 3G Mobile Monitoring
Response Service & Police Notification
Electricity Failure Warning
Key Holding Service
Smoke Detectors
Security Lighting and Video Surveillance

A new concept in security...

Cancela de la Quinta - Edif. 9 - Local 4
San Pedro de Alcintara, 29670
Marbella - Malaga

Fax. (+34) 952 782 032
info@targetsecurity.es

Tel. (+34) 952927 714
www. targetsecurity.es




* San Pedro special

Celebrated Benahavis sculptor David Marshall tells Anatoly Kurmanaev about
what inspired his love of welding and creating metal sculptures

U would be hard-
pressed to spend any
time in Benahavis
without hearing the

name David Marshall.

Having spent over 40 years in
the village, the Scottish-born
designer is one of its most
prominent figures - both liter-
ally and figuratively.

His works of metal and glass
can be seen in a number of
places, while his growing fam-
ily runs various local busi-
nesses.

More than anything, however,
David’s adventurous spirit and
self-reliance mirror Benahavis’
curious mixture of worldliness
and parochialism.

David came to the Costa del
Sol in 1965 while recovering
from malaria he had contract-
ed living in Colombia.

“The doctors in England told
me: ‘if you go back to Latin
America you will last six
months,” he said.
“Meanwhile back in Scotland
I could be a sheep farmer or a
salmon fisherman.”

Not fancying either option,

.
-

he looked elsewhere... and
Spain seemed like a good
compromise between Colom-
bia’s tropics and the grayness
of Britain.

Colombia was also the cradle
of his love for metals. Being
an English speaker he had
soon landed a job as a weld-

DRIVEN: David Marshall with some of Bis more unusual pieces

ing assistant with an Ameri-
can constructor.

“| started playing with bits of
metal lying around building
sites and it all went on from
there,” says David, who also
has homes near Ronda and
in Colorado. “I never had any
art experience, | just started

making things.”

Being outside the art scene
closed a lot of doors early on
but has strengthened his ar-
tistic independence.

“If you don’t have a heavy in-
fluence from the outset, you
develop your own ideas.”

But, being an art outsider

didn't prevent David from
achieving major commercial
success.

He now boasts several galler-
ies and his work is regularly
exhibited around the world.
David’s work ranges from
small accessories to grand
architectural designs.

His choice of bronze and alu-
minum as main materials is
driven by the long history of
brass casting dating back to
the Romans.

I’'m looking for
things that people
could do 500
years ago

And in southern Spain he
found a rich culture of metal
work to build upon. He says
his method of welding goes
back to the Andalucian gyp-
sies, who melted together the
metals they stole from public
buildings and churches.
David now regularly travels to
places like India, Indonesia,
Thailand and Ghana, looking
for artisans who help materi-
alize his ideas.

My inspiration from gypsies

HEAVY METAL:
Benahavis studio

“There are certain areas that
have certain skills,” he says.
“I'm looking for things that
people could do 500 years
ago and have since lost.

“You have to go to these plac-
es to find them.”

Cafeteria & Pana_dera
La Heredia

Dutch Bakery - Cheese - Deli - Gourmet - Wine

Carretera de Ronda Km 43 (A-397), Urb. La Heredia
29679 Benahavis / San Pedro de Alcantara

Dutch superrket for all your Dutch food

Delicious cheese, bread, cookies and sweeties. All the Dutch snacks,
Indonesian food and fresh fish ; smoked, herring, mackerel and eel!

And so much more, come and see us soon, we are open from Tuesday
till Saturday - 10.00 to 17.30 - closed on Sunday & Monday

Urb. la Heredia, Ctra,de Ronda Km 43 San Pedro de Alciantara (Benahavis)
Tel: 952 897 723 - www.bestofholland.es

" Dutch Butcher

Dutch Specialities - Barbecue
Smoked meats - Suppliers to the trade

San Pedro special

Follow the
Benavista road

A string of small developments between San Pedro
and Estepona are some of the most popular places for

ATTRACTIVE: Most developments are an easy walk to the beach

places for British expatriates to live
on the whole Costa del Sol.
But, while it is heavily populated by foreigners,
the coastal zone from San Pedro to Benavista
is completely different to the sprawling me-
tropolis to the east of Marbella.
Far less developed, considerably more family
orientated and - best of all - with easily as
many good beaches and chiringuitos.
And then there are the golf courses, which
line the nearby hills.
“We are so spoilt for choice,” says Hughie Hol-
gate, 63, who runs the Benavista bowls club
and next door restaurant Los Arcos.
“There are at least half a dozen golf courses
within a mile of here and the facilities for fam-

TRETCHING along the coast towards
Estepona is one of the most popular

BUZZING: Benavista bowls club

expats to settle in Andalucia

N

ilies are great.

“On top of that you are only a short drive into
the hills via the Ubrique or San Pedro roads.”
The entrepreneur, a father-of-four, added
that the bowls club was a real magnet for the
area.

“We have 70 members, who play in leagues
up and down the Costa del Sol,” he explains.
“And non-members have their own green
which costs just 10 euros for a three hour
game.”

Another hive is the El Paraiso Country Club,
which sits inland near its namesake golf
club.

Well established on the coast, it is here that
Roy and Marion offer an amazing range of en-
tertainments and a popular restaurant to the
expatriate community.

“We are pretty full for much of the
year,” explains Marion, who has
been busy organising a hectic
Christmas schedule.

Excellent

Down from here you find a string
of urbanisations - Diana Park,
Benavista and El Pilar - which
are full of shops and services.
They include a range of excellent
butchers and cake shops, as well
as English supermarkets, curry
houses and British bars.

“There is pretty much everything
you could need around here,”
says Pauline Kavenagh, who runs
Grumbles restaurant, which has
been open since the late 1980s.

clitterau

Final Xmas

Shopping Evening
Thursday 9th December 6-8pm

Glass of wine & home-made Xmas cake

Chance to win €25 voucher
(really easy to find C. Diana Km 168 dlose to Diana Park Hated)

Tel 952 928136

le |
%V)ﬁé}m

RISTORANTE
TERRAZA

Parill;-Arg;en‘.[ina
Tel: 952 835 729
635 970 945

Calle Nueva 5, 6, 8,
Old Town, Marbella
Telephone: 952 774 078
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Flamenco and Communion Qutfits,

Fancy Dress and Accessories
C/ Lagasca, 13-32-34
San Pedro Alcantara

www.glitteratibooks.com

Ctra. de Ronda Km 43 (A-397) Urbanizacién la Heredia
29579 Benahavis / San Pedro de Alcantara
Tel: 952 927 478 - carniceriaholandesa@gmail.com

T:952 927 081 & 664 243 552 E: panaderialaheredia@gmail.com
www.panaderialaheredia.com

Av. Andalucia, 9
29679 Benahavis
omeros@gmail.com

Tel: 952 785 068 & 951 275 046
email: mcardena@telefonica.net
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'V lanolo C_spana

Specialising in grilled meats,
suckling pig and lamb dishes

C/ Almendro 4, Benahavis, Malaga
Tel: 952 855 235

restaurantelaescalera@hotmail.com

Cerde Iberice
Neficatessen def Cerdt

- @ IIK
DE PATA NEGRA

Spanish champions in the

art of cutting Iberian ham
il Calle Lagasca 61, San Pedro de Alcantara
ham cutter Telephone: 657 624 972

THE San Pedro area is full of great escapes and interesting nooks and
crannies... if you know where to look. From (above) clockwise, a San
Pedro square at night, the Trapiche de Guadaiza sugar mill (before and
after), main picture Benahavis Angosturas trail, typical street scene in
Benahavis, a mock up of the Normandy landings on San Pedro beach,
a San Pedro statue at night and a view of distant La Concha mountain
from Guadalmina beach
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What you think
of San Pedro

The Olive Press spoke to five long-
time Spanish residents

Carlos, painter, 11 years in
San Pedro

“I came here from Argentina
and | wouldn’t want to be liv-
ing anywhere else. It's a re-
ally nice place to raise kids, it
has a good state school and
they can play where they want
without danger.”

Francisco, retired
construction worker, 30
years in San Pedro

“| first arrived here for work
and ended up staying. The
climate is much better than in
my hometown of Ronda and
it is so close | can always go
home to visit family on the
weekends.”

Angela, housewife, 32
years in San Pedro

“I have been coming here from
Cadiz with my family since |
was a little girl and decided to
stay. I'm now quite attached
to it. It was just a small village
before - now there are a lot of
people!”

Manuel, machinery
operator, San Pedro native
“I was born here and for me
it's still the best! It has the
best seaside walk on the
coast and the women here
are true guapas. | can’t think
of living anywhere else.”

Milagros, shop assistant
and hotel worker, 10 years
in San Pedro

“I came here from inland An-
dalucia to work. | started a
family, bought a house - took
roots here. There's a little
more life here, more tourists
and the climate is better.”
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Turkeys, honey roast
hams and sausages
XMAS DRAW
Win a food hamper
Tickets €1 - Draw 20 Dec
El Pilar L15
{behind Banco Santander)

Tel: 952 897 960

ENGLISH
PIESHOP

A huge selection
of traditional pies
(C Mustang, El Pilar,
Estepona, Malaga
Tel: 663330057

LASSIEDOG
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Eily) Creiigin i

Commercial grooming
in the salon and at shows
]:I'.!II.\[“ il

Antiparasitic baths

CC Guadalmina 4, Local 7,
Gualdalmina
fan Pedro de Alcintara
29570 - MARBELLA
Tel: 952 88 O 90

www. lassiedog.net
lassie22es(iyvahoo.es

Bistro style
cuisine with

a touch of
creativity,
using fresh
daily produce

C/ Ancha 8
Casco Antiguo
29600 Marbella
Tel: 952 900 450

Colonial style cocktail bar
serving fresh, seasonal dishes

C/ Estébanez Calderén, no 19
iﬁ 29602 Marbella - Tel: 952 774 578
r e-moil: cosomoncbrosserie@gmail.com

SAN PEDRD - (/Lope de Mena Ne 13
5an Pedro Alcantara

ESTEPONA - C/Maspalomas N=3
Complejo Islas Canarias, Estepona
T:952 799007

E: burbuganja@hotmail.com
WWW.ganjaserios.com

www.ganjagrowshop.com

Pictures by Javier Chaoui, Salva Maine, Javier Gil Molinero. Javier GV and Scott Hargis



Y X
B
PROPERTIESPAIN
Ropertes in_Cosd oel 50|, 5pdin,

BEN-VI-19T Charming villa located in
the town of Benahavis only a walk away
from all the restaurants, bars, municipal
school, golf practice range. Swimming

_ .l A .
BEN-TH-201 A beautiful townhouse
located just five minutes walk from

Benahavis town cenlre, taslefully
rencvated. 3 bed 2 bath plus plunge pool

250.000€ pool. 4 bed 2 bath. 450.000€

BEN-VI-188 Beautiful villa set on a hillside BEN-TH-200 Spacious townhouse three
and boasling pancramic views, 4 bed 4 stories high, 4 bed 2 bath underground
bath. 1.100.000€ parking. 265.000&

BEN-TH-189 Spacious axtremely we
finished townhouse in a quiel cul

Wy centre, 3 bed 2 bE

BEN-AT-179 Impeccable allic totally : fabulous comar
refurbished with exclusive finlshing

YINg UnintErmupie

edinac
ranean
esidential area of Los

Arqueros. 3 bed 2 bath. 230 000€

mplex

vl in

ow of |

adalmina River, 2

moauntains and the Gu
bed 1 bath, 199 0004

Urb.La Aldea
Plaza Camilo Jose Cela
Local N°1
29679 Benahavis
EI-EN-P-f' 159 ix:l:n'_:|‘_1_‘_--g‘.'. on the beautifu Ma|aga
o il e e e T T +34 952855489

with stunring views of o golf courses info@propertiespain.com

Viedilerranaan sea, 3 bed 3 bath

4B0.000E www.PropertieSpain.com

* San Pedro special

HEN Michelle
Obama famously
stayed with her
daughter at the
5-star Padierna spa last
summer, there was confu-
sion about where exactly the
Obamas holiday residence
was.

Naturally  Marbella  town
hall was overjoyed when the
world’s press tagged her holi-
day destination as Marbella,
when in fact it was the mu-
nicipality of Benahavis.
Benahavis, as it happens,
already counted on some of
the most exclusive properties
- and most famous residents
- in the world, so it was all
taken in its stride.

With its celebrated develop-
ments, including Zagaleta, El
Madronal and La Quinta, it
counts some of the world’s
key power-brokers.

The likes of Mark Thatcher,
Hugh Grant and Lord Alan
Sugar are some of the figures
who own homes there.

Why Benahavis could be the most
exclusive place to live in southern
Spain, writes agent Scott Marshall

San Pedro special ’

Benahavis village itself, while
not quite as pricey, is one of
the true jewels in the crown of
the Costa del Sol.

It has everything there; from
the truly spectacular to the
classic traditional Spanish
family home.

What | think appeals to many
people is the fact that it re-
mains unspoiled by passing
traffic, thus maintaining the

La Aldea, Benahavis 29679 Malaga, Tel. 610 796 719

o

security and exclusivity of this
mountain paradise.

Its population enjoys the
highest average annual in-
come in Malaga making it
the only municipality in the
province above the national
average of 23,800 euros.
Benahavis is a location where
you can enjoy nature at its
best. Popular riverside walks
run through valleys hedged by
wild thyme, juniper and rose-
mary.

As a resident of Benahavis
your beautiful surroundings
are accompanied by small
luxuries, for example: private
insurance for children up to

i
1

IDYLLIC: Well prepared town centre and (left) typical village detail

two years old is paid by the
town hall.

On top of that for just 20 eu-
ros a year, all residents have
access to the village golf
practice range, gymnasium
with professional monitor.

Although times
have changed, we
like to think that
Benahavis has not
There is even a football pitch,

paddle and tennis courts and
an enormous swimming pool.

They can even get free tennis
lessons, martial arts classes
and art workshops.

Growing up in Benahavis is
a wonderful experience; chil-
dren are safe to run around
the streets and parents
have no need to worry about
them. Everybody knows
each other and although
times changed, we’'d like to
think that Benahavis hasn’t.

With over 30 years of local
knowledge to draw on, www.
PropertieSpain.com can offer
you all the help and experi-
ence you will need to find your
new home in Andalucia.
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We speak English, Espariol, Deutsch, Italiano, Francés

Property services and maintenance
EMERGENCY 24-HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Uipkr, Lai plepaelin Caiprdiur) deo Beniels (23-5207 ) B 25

2675 Benabiayis lilie)
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MB-VL-202 Great opportunity to buy a vila  BEN-VI-158 Large villa situaled on a
aja with 800 m2 built nzxd hillside on the oulskirs of the village of
o the Guadalmina hotel. Discounted from Benahavis, On a quiel road surrounded
1.300.000€ 1o B50, 000E by pina ir 4

rees. 4 bad 4 bath, T95.000€
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BEN-156 Charming rustic style villa
part of an old ‘:Ci'.l'i-'.l' corijo, Outdoor
covared and u
o swimming podl and manicured bath. 318.000
gardens, 4 bed 3 bath. BS0.000€
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xred terraces keading have been recently refurbishad

BEN-AP-130 This privileged apartment

n Campana

Ben-AP-130 First lloor apartment at

del Golf offers a luxurious Mirador de C alila, is a small bul
uatad direcily on beautifully maintained developmant closs
5 slunning views to all ameanities on the New Gaoldan Mile

EST-VL-180 BEN-VI-204

Sami-detached housa in Urb. Jardines Baauliful plot of 22.000 m2 with two
e Atalaya. Dwided in two heights plus axis] villas close to Benahavis
solarium. 4 bed 3 bath, 299.000 € towncentre, Price on application

Urb.La Aldea

Plaza Camilo Jose Cela
Local N°1

29679 Benahavis

BEN-RT-108 Restaurant in the cenlar Malaga

of Benahavis town, part of the beautifu TIf. +34 952855{189

urbanizalion of La Aldea de Benahavis,  jnfo@propertiespain.com
sts. 430,000 € www.PropertieSpain.com
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At Miguel Coca Quintanilla’s shop De Pata Negra, you will

won the national ham-cutting championship in Madrid.
Ovr hotels special cha rml lies in its plains. “And there is a serious art in doing it properly.”
aufﬁenﬁ'fl'-f{l,r and simplicity.
Locafed in the Old Town, where a
fracitional village :z-.‘mosp here stilf

WHERE TO STAY

pervades, the beach and shops are

“San Pedro special

Pies, pet shop and top jamon
’;‘rIiERE really is only one place to buy ham in the San Pedro

find some of the best acorn-fed jamon iberico in the prov-  the striking window display of Pepito Cardena, a charming
ince. dress shop specializing in flamenco fashions.

All entirely raised at his father’s farm in the Valle de Pedro- ~Owner Manuel Cardena also runs another shop, just up the
ches, in Cordoba, it is no surprise to learn that in 2004, he ~ street, which purveys party costumes and accesories for just
about every conceivable occasion — from Halloween masks

“T have been cutting ham since I was 13 years old,” he ex-  to Santa suits.
5 3 In San Pedro you will also find a ganga grow shop for all you

In the same street, Calle Lagasca, you cannot fail to notice kids out there who like to experiment.

Meanwhile if it is second-hand furniture
you are after make sure to head up to the
Blue Vista group in El Pilar, where Gary
Matcham and able helper June have a
huge range of items. In the same urban-

ROVEL %% LA ¥ MORADA ¢ MAS

just a short sfroll away.

With our affendive service, every
care is faken fo make your

S-Fmrr both comforfable

and refaxing.

ondanebros, fE4
L 4

Wi Jameradamashermosa.com
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THERE are, of course, some ex-
tremely famous hotels to be found
in the San Pedro area. The best
known is, of course, the Padierna
spa, where Michelle Obama stayed
last summer. But while a terrific
spot to stay, the luxury five-star
hotel is way out of most people’s
price bracket.

If you are looking for luxury you
would be better off staying at
the Crowne Plaza in a great loca-
tion between Guadalmina and
Benavista. One of the most attrac-
tive buildings on the coast, the
five-year old hotel is extremely
comfortable. Its stylish touches
are straight away obvious from its
hip lobby that leads down to an
open-plan restaurant/breakfast
room, all giving onto a pool area
and gardens. Just a five minute

isation El Pilar, which is fast becoming
one of the best on the coast for shopping,
you will also find a great butchers as well
as a pie shop.

Here you will find not only the English Pie
Shop and Simpsons, the butcher, but just
up the road, in Benavista, a great book-
shop Glitterati, which is having a special
Xmas shopping evening on December 9.
Finally in Guadalmina look for the Lassie
Dog pet shop.

Meanwhile as the you climb the celebrated
road towards Ronda you will finally come
across the La Heredia urbanisation.

An award-winning urbanisation that has
a real sense of community and style, here
you will find a couple of excellent restau-
rants, one run by a former protege of Gor-
don Ramsey.

But, best of all, is the superb Dutch-owned
shop the Best of Holland, and a great
bread shop Cafeteria & Panaderia Heredia
and Guillermo’s butchers next door.

stroll to the beach, it is also in easy
reach of two or three great restau-
rants.

Another splendid choice — and
particularly inviting for those look-
ing to get away from it all — is Ho-
tel Amanhavis in the historic heart
of Benahavis village. Authenti-
cally Andalucian, it is a charming
hotel with numerous individual
touches. Run by a hard-working
German and his American wife
(coincidentally something of a spit
of Michelle Obama), it has very
much maintained its sense of his-
tory. The rooms are all individual
and have interesting features such
as the Philosophers Study which
has a secret escape hatch. Best of
all, you don’t really have to go out
to eat as the restaurant has got an
extremely good local reputation.

Estepona, Malaga. t: 952 8¢

the stuff of
memories

www.tanino.es

Cocktails, Argentinian fare and ‘the Bét

village to eat in Andalucia’

WITH a cook who has trained under
Marco Pierre White and a cocktail
shaker who has won the world champi-
onships, Cocomo certainly ticks all the
right boxes.
Sitting just off the N-34o0, this beauti-
ful new restaurant has brought a touch
of true Marbella glamour to the little
known stretch of coastline between
San Pedro and Estepona.
With an alluring entrance, huge out-
door terrace and numerous stylish
touches, it has been developed with
no expense spared by British hotelier
Mark Ansell.
Expect a mixture of fabulous cocktails
by Simon Joseph, who won the world
cocktail championship in 2007 and an
enticing, if compact, menu devised by
Simon Taylor Lane.
Most of the dishes are original and the
wine list offered up a range of French
gems, such as the Sancerre Rose and a
Crozes Hermitage for just 35 euros.
Nearby, and equally stylish, you will
find the fabulous space Tanino.
Also run by a pair of tried and tested
restarateurs (Trudi, from Holland, and
Jose, from Argentina, already have a
gair of restaurants in Madrid), it is a
eautifully decorated eaterie.
Broken up into various sections, you
can lounge on sofas, sit on the sundeck

or eat in the colourful restaurant.
There is even a shop selling clothes
and bespoke jewelry.

The food has an emphasis on quality
meats, as you would expect from an
Argentine, but there is an interesting
fushion of spicy dishes, including cur-
ries, as well as various Thai dishes.
The wild salmon with pepper sauce
and a dash of wasabi and chilli sauce
was a great starter, while the rissoto
with asparagus and fresh prawns and
parmesan was a great main course.

Sophistication
For food of a similar quality you
would have to head into the heart of
Benahavis, which is often described as
Andalucia’s ‘food capital’.
There is no doubt that the range of
restaurants and the general level of
quality is, indeed, a good deal higher
than much of its rivals.
While many places fight to offer a
menu del dia at the cheapest possible
rate, here in Benahavis, they fight for
quality. I was astonished at the quality
of food at Los Abanicos, which exudes
a quiet sophistication, making it the
perfect rendezvous spot for couples
and consirators alike.
Then there is La Escalera, which has a

cosy conviviality and is extremely pop-
ular for its grilled pork and lamb and
regularly changing specials.

Finally at La Copelina, Argentian Omar
serves up a great grill, or parilla.

Up in Benavista you would do well to
drop into Grumbles, one of the long-
est-standing restaurants around. Open
since the late 1980s, it has changed its
name a few times, but is now firmly un-
der the steady guardianship of Pauline
Kavenagh.

Serving up a good range of English-style
dishes, expect good quality home made
food such as chilli con carne, steak and
guiness pie and a superb fresh spinach
and red pepper lasagne.

Then there is also Los Arcos bar, next to
the bowling club, where you will find a
range of tasty snacks... and in summer,
if that is your bag, a hot dog stand.

| . . A magical escape
m, . '

- C—

I:l' otel & Restaurante

Voted one of TOP TEN Best
Restaurants of the
Costa del Sol
Daily Telegraph
Most unique hotel

on the Costa del Sol
El Pais
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Calle Pilar 3, E - 29679 Benahavis, Marbella
Phone: 952 85 oll26

www.amanhavis.com
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Los Abanico

Open for lunch & dinner - Closed Tuesdays

Calle Malaga, Benahavis. Tel: 952 855 022 & 952 855 131
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Lotme Bar & Kestacrant
v

Open for Sunday lunch & evening meals

with set price menu's

COCOMO

Lounge Bar & Restaurant

Table reservations are recommendad

685 218 054

WWWL.COCOMOD.2s

Baehing tha Fobin Hood, nesxt 10 the Crowng Plaza
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Fabulous family bar in the heart of Benavista
Safe, secure, floodlit children's play area
Bar snacks available

Urb. Benavista, situated just off the A7/N340.
Malaga to Algeciras road at km 167 &
Estepona 29680, Malaga

www.barlosarco:

BENAVISTA
B~WLS CLUB

Well established over 20 years
Club members 6 rink green
Public 2 rink green

Membership available, also for
public - 10 euros per person for 3
hours of bowls, includes hire of
bowls and 1st drink

Bowling tuition by qualified
instructors

New bowlers are welcome

Urb. Benavista (behind Bar Los Arcos)
A7/N340 Km 167, Estepona 29680, Malaga

Telephone - 952 885 148

Benavista - Guadalmina

www.benavistabowls.com




