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Amie Keeley o
why getting married in
Andalucia is not always

as simple
as cutting
the cake

ITH Valentines Day loom-
ing romance is very much
in the air as many young
couple’s thoughts invari-
ably turn to marriage.
Proposals are being made and (hopefully) accepted
and the best possible date for the wedding is set.
It’s usually at this point that hearts begin to flutter; not
just with love, but with a growing state of panic. Dates
mean deadlines, deadlines mean plans, plans mean
knowing who, where, when and most importantly how
much!
But planning a wedding in Spain doesn’t have to be
stressful if you keep in mind the most important things
- you’re marrying each other and it’s your day.
On the face of it, Andalucia certainly seems to have it all
when it comes to weddings.
With fantastic weather - just three days of rain on aver-
age from June to early September - leading dress de-
signers and glorious settings, it is no surprise that get-
ting married Spanish-style has become big business.
It also helps that Spain is the world’s second largest ex-
porter of bridal wear, making the country a major trend-
setter in the world of wedding fashion.
With a high value still placed on marriage, Spaniards
like to spend large on their big day, which not only joins
two people together, but two families as well.
But, to ensure that your wedding goes ahead without
any hitches there are a few things you need to avoid.
Firstly, avoid a midday wedding in the heart of summer,
as you don’t want your big day to be remembered for its
fainting guests.
One local wedding planner recalled how one event
turned into disaster when the brides elderly relatives
started “dropping like flies” as a July heatwave arrived
with a vengeance.
Then there wa?a wedding in Tarifa, where a cham-
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We offer you a qualified

and professional wedding
planning service. If you are looking
fora small and intimate wedding
or a large reception, let us know
what your dreams are and leave
the rest to us. We'll help you find
the perfect place to celebrate your
wedding and we will provide you
with anything you need for your
big day. Alhambra Weddings will
make your wedding the best day
of your life.
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THE LEADING HOTELS

OF THE WORLD - Wedding Menu ¥
- 2 hours Open Bar
- Disc Jockey
: - Wedding night in

suite for the couple

World's Leading Boutique
Golf Resort 2010

For bookings:

* Promotion valid:
From 01/03/2011 to 30/09/2011 and from 01/11/2011 to 18/12/2011

grupos@fairplaygolthotel.com
Tel: 956 429 112 | Fax: 956 429 118 Saturday on request
www.fairp]aygolfhotel_com Consult our special offers for other dates

. . IS H 8% TAXES included | minimum 70 pax
C/ La Torre S/N, Benalup Casas-Viejas, Cadiz. Limited offar, subject to availability

Pictures: SUE CALLISTER www.suecallister.com
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HOTEL MOLINO DEL PUENTE RONDA
All your, dreams can come.trie...

Specialist in bespoke weddings
Call 952874164 or email info@hotelmolinodelpuente.com

Hair Design

" Wedding special

pagne reception was ruined
when 100 glasses shattered
to the ground as the notori-
ous Levante wind suddenly
whipped up.

Secondly, a budget ball park
figure is a must - it helps to
keep everything grounded.
Having grand

plans for an

a little slow and somewhat
complex depending upon the
couple’s status.

All  couples  will
need to show

all-expenses- A proof of ID,
paid  jaunt No“'res'de'_" proof that they
for 200 on a should begin are free to
€5,000 bud- planning six marry, birth

get is not a re-
alistic expecta-
tion and will lead
to disappointment.
While weddings in Spain
are between 20 and 25 per
cent cheaper than in the UK,
they are still going to cost a
reasonable amount of mon-
ey.

The next most important de-
cision is where to get mar-
ried.

Increasingly, destination
weddings are popular and
Andalucia fits the bill per-
fectly for couples looking
for guaranteed sunshine, a
perfect honeymoon location
and a great holiday break for
guests.

Of course, like most things in
Spain, nothing is straightfor-
ward.

The paperwork trail can be

months ahead

certificates
and, if applica-
ble, divorce certifi-
cates.
They will also need to fill in

application papers and have
posted the banns with the
town hall in the area where
they wish to get married.
Then they will need to show
some proof of where they
have resided for the previous
five years.

Those that are resident in
Spain will need their empa-
dronamiento certificate, and
for those that are not things
can get a little complicated...
If either of the couple are

Bouquet for
the virgin

WEDDING customs vary
across Spain and in some
areas, for example, the
bride offers her bouquet
to the Virgin Mary; while
in others it’s given to a
best friend or thrown into
the crowd.

It is also common to
throw rice, not confetti,
over the bride and groom.

nshoine wedding

Catholic, bishops from the
home country and Spain will
usually work together to pro-
duce a dispensation allow-
ing a marriage in a catholic
church in Spain.
Non-Catholics will need to
find out from the town hall
the exact connection needed
with the town to see if you
can get a permit.

While sometimes you can get
permission by merely owning
a house in the town, in others
you have to have lived there
for two years.

On top of this, all legal docu-
ments need to be translated
into Spanish and presented
to the town hall at least three
months before the wedding
date.

To guarantee no hiccups,
non-residents should really
try to begin the process at
least six months before a
planned wedding date.

An easier alternative - and
a good choice for those in a
hurry - is to get married either
in the home country or in Gi-
braltar and then have a cel-
ebration ‘blessing’ in Spain
with family and friends.

Hotel Hacienda La Herriza

Rural Boutique Hotel by the Alcornocales Natural Par,

@ Civil, Symbolic, Church and Castle Weddings or even Indian Ceremonies

@ Gourmet International Personalized Banquets
@ Long tradition in Wedding Celebrations
@ Professional In House Wedding Planning Services

® Everything can be arranged for you: Hairdresser, Florist, Photographer,
DJ, Music Groups, Flamenco, Transport, Ministers etc

To arrange a visit or request a wedding pack, please

contact our Weddings Department
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Gaucin (Malaga) - Email: weddings@laherriza.com - Web: www.laherriza.com - Tel: +34 951 068 200 - Fax: +34 951 068 219
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Wedding special

ANDALUZ: Wedding at church in Cabezas de San
Juan organised by Hacienda de San Rafael

Plan for
the heat

IN Andalucia, summer
weddings unsurprisingly
take place around 7 or
8pm, after the oppres-
sive heat of the day has
subsided.

After a short wedding
ceremony it's usually off
to a local restaurant - or
‘celebrations’ venue - for

= the set meal or buffet
%“‘i K with plenty of wine that
h ‘ flows until the early hours

until no guests are left!

In Gibraltar there are a num-  you with all the
ber of wedding organisers, right choices
not to mention a series of for wedding
great venues, such as the venue, the
stunning La Caleta hotel, cake, hair-
which practically sits on its  dressing and
own beach. flowers.

Once all the paperwork isout  They will help
of the way the real planning make your wed-
fun can begin. ding day memorable
There are a host of good wed- - hopefully for the right
ding planners around to help  reasons!

Try and visit the
area and bring
as many ideas as
possible

For those of you not living in
Spain, choosing somewhere
here could be based on all
sorts of reasons, from fam-
ily connections to romantic
reminders.
Above all, ask yourself: what
sort of setting are you look-
ing for? Is it historic, exotic,
seaside or country? - Andalu-
cia can offer all of these.
You might consider a stun-
ning country hotel like Ha-
cienda de San Rafael, near
Jerez, or a brilliantly located
townhouse hotel, like La Vis-
ta, in Medina Sidonia.
And then, of course, there
are the more off beat wed-
ding venues like golf cours-
es, with the Fairplay Resort,
in Benalup proving to be a
popular spot.
Ultimately do you want a
small or big wedding? How
far will guests travel? Can
you organise it all yourself or
do you need a tour operator
or event organiser?
Everything from not speak-
ing the language, to not feel-
ing comfortable negotiating
with foreign suppliers, are
reasons why couples often
choose to work with a local
wedding planner.
The planner’'s local knowl-
edge and experience will
help to ensure a stress-free
occasion and one that will al-
most certainly save time and
money.
One of the top tips for a suc-
cessful partnership with your
wedding planner is to visit
the area and bring as many
ideas as possible.
Establish a rapport based on
trust, leave enough time for
planning and keep to your
planner’s timelines.
Listen to advice based on
sound experience of organ-
ising weddings - your expat
mates might love that res-
taurant, but can it get 150
starters out in less than four
hours?
Find out how many weddings
the planner is working on
that year and if he or she has
more than yours on
a particular day.
Andalucia is
a great wed-
ding destina-
tion which can
offer you and
your guests more
than just a wedding
day and with careful,
considered planning you
can make your dream day a
perfect experience for all.

CIVIL MARRIAGE (NON CATHOLIC): In Andalucia the following are generally

required, but do vary from town to town

1. Birth Certificate (with sworn translation)

2. Passport

3. Consular Registration Certificate

4. Consular ‘No impediment’ to marriage certificate

5. Proof of Spanish residency: through copy proving empadronamiento

CATHOLIC: The Archbishop has the final say but, generally required:

1. Baptism certificate

2. Sworn declaration by parents that son/daughter is ‘single’

GIBRALTAR WEDDINGS:

Like John and Yoko you
need no residency
requirements.

You can give 24 hours
notice if space is
available. You will need
your Birth certifi -

cate - proof of ‘single’
status - and if a
widow(er),

your former partner’s
death certificate or
original marriage certifi
cate. If divorced:
previous marriage
certificate and absolute
divorce decree.

Elegant Wedding Cake &
Cupcake Design

Southern Spain and Gibraltar

mail@sweetthingsbyfi.com
T: 0034 697 22 80 88

WWW.SWeetthine l"~|”/\’";'l com

Wedding specialists on the Costa de la Luz & Costa del Sol.
We provide everything from venue finding, decoration,

recommendations on photographers, flowers and caterers.

For more information please visit our website

www.tarifaweddings.com
T:- +34 956 68 47 05 E:- info@tarifaweddings.com
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Amaya Bellacione,
Couture Cakes

“Everyone wants a beautiful
wedding cake. It’'sthe centre
piece of the reception. But
it's important for the cake
to taste as good as it looks.
You don’t want everyone to
be disappointed when they
take a bite of your stunning
cake and it doesn’t deliver.”

Emily E

planne
“The best
few sunbe
That way y
Spanish st
There’s n
glowing re
to ruin all
tures!”

HOTEL CORTIJO BRAVO

R /ELEZ-BENAMOCARRA K 1,5

Cortijo
de los

Caballos

With tropical
terraces and
romantic
courtyards,
El Cortijo
de los
Caballos
is the perfect

location for §
your wedding ¥

Formerly an equestrian centre, the Cortijo has since been converted
into a 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom main house, plus 11 bungalow
apartments, sleeping up to 26 people in total. El Cortijo de los Caballos
is available for daily or weekly hire from April 1st to October 30th.

To book direct or to speak to our in-house wedding coordinator,
please contact us.

Located near El Paraiso, Estepona just 10 mins from Marbella
E-mail: info@elcortijodeloscaballos.com Tel: +34 697 409 841

www.elcortijodeloscaballos.com
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Herriza wedding venue

“Many things run through a couple’s mind
when deciding on a venue for their wedding,
be it budget, setting, distance, capacity, menu
options or quality of service. Do not hesitate
with these details but always go with your in-
stincts and pick a venue that ‘feels right’ for
you, then everything else will fall into place.”

; 4!! 4 David Rodriguez, Hacienda La

Angeles
Porcel,
Alhambra
Weddings
“The most
important piece
of advice about
catering is to
look for the best

Laura Charles,
Reviva Weddings

Jrown, Head wedding
r Tarifa Weddings

dvice | can give is use a
is before you come out.
our skin is ready for the
in and you won't burn.
othing worse than a
1 bride with strapmarks
your lovely wedding pic-

“As a wedding stylist, every
wedding is unique. What
most expensive | transforms a special occa-
does not mean the | sion into an extra special
best quality. So the | one? It's not just about
wedding planner’'s | money, it's a couple with a
knowledge of | dream that makes the dif-
caterers will help | ference. Oh, and paying at-
the couple find | tention to the little details
the best options | can make a wedding very
available.” personal to that couple.”

value for money.
Sometimes the
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When it comes to your wedding cake Cake Couture can create anything from a
simple classic design to the most elaborate, opulent seven tier extravaganzas.

Everything in our cakes is edible, made using quality ingredients and baked to

order.

We will create a cake that will no doubt be the talking point of your event.

Call us for a free consultation and tasting:
T: 693 379 397 / email: marbellacake@gmail.com / web: www.cakecouturemarbella.com

REVIVA WEDDINGS

CREATING BEAUTIFUL OCCASIONS

REVIVA'S TALENTED TEAM, COMBINED WITH THEIR FLAIR FOR
DESIGN AND EFFORTLESS ORGANIZATION HAVE CREATED MANY
EXCEPTIONAL WEDDINGS AND EVENTS HERE IN MARBELLA AND

HAVE EARNT A REPUTATION WITHIN THE WEDDING AND EVENT

INDUSTRY AS ONE OF THE TOP EVENT PLANNERS AND
STYLISTS IN EUROPE.

WHAT MAKES REVIVA DIFFERENT IS OUR BESPOKE WEDDING

PLANNING AND DESIGN SERVICE AND OUR ATTENTION TO THE

ALL IMPORTANT DETAILS, WE WILL TRANSLATE YOUR DREAMS
INTO REALITY.

WE ARE DEDICATED TO HELP YOU DELIGHT AND ENCHANT
YOUR GUESTS AND PROVIDE YOU WITH THE MOST BEAUTIFULLY
ORGANISED AND DECORATED DAY.

REVIVA WEDDINGS ARE BASED IN MARBELLA, IN THE FIRST
DEDICATED WEDDING AND EVENT DESIGN SHOP.

OFFERING A WONDERFUL SELECTION OF DECORATIONS,
FLOWERS AND DETAILS TO HELP YOU DESIGN AND STYLE YOUR
WEDDING OR EVENT, FROM ELEGANT CHAIR COVERS, SASHES

AND LINENS TO FABULOUS BRIDAL FLOWERS, CEREMONY

DECORATIONS AND ROMANTIC RECEPTION CENTREPIECES.

W

COME AND VISIT US AND BE TRANSPORTED INTO A
WONDERFUL WORLD OF WEDDINGS AND PARTIES OR
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
WWW.REVIVA-WEDDINGS.COM
OR VISIT OUR POPULAR BLOG
WWW. THEWEDDINGDECORATOR.BLOGSPOT.COM

APPOINTMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED PLEASE CALL
LAURAON 951 271 2200r 618 021 172
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With elegant and spacious surroundings, a wide range of facilities, panoramic views of the Rock and
coastlines of southern Spain and Morocco, not to mention superb banqueting facilities, The Caleta Hotel is
the perfect wedding venue for an intimate celebration or large family celebration of up to 350 guests.

* Stunning Location on Catalan Bay * Ocean View Terrace

* Authorised to Hold Marriages on the Grounds * Rock and Sea View Rooms & Suites
* Qutdoor Swimming Pool * Health & Beauty Club

* Choice of Function Rooms & Banqueting Menus * Stunning Bridal Suite

Just the Two of You - 3 Night Package
Prices start from £1,665.00

Includes chauffeur driven airport transfers, 3 nights accommodation in the Bridal Suite, hair and make-up,
bouquet and gent’s button hole, ceremony, photographer, wedding cake and 8-course dinner with wine.

Intimate wedding of up to 45 guests - 2 Night Package
Prices start from £1,830.00

Includes chauffeur driven transfers, 2 nights accommodation in the Bridal Suite, hair and make-up, bouquet

and gent’s button hole, hire of garden, photographer, wedding cake, guitarist and function room hire,

For more informaton on all our packages, including larger party
celebrations. or to request a brochure contact:

T: 00350 200 76501 E: conf.banq@caletahotel.com &G

WWW.CaletahOteLCom The AA’s highest rated hotel

Gibraltar’s Leading Hotel Gibraltar’s Leading Hotel in Gibraltar. 79% Merit Score.




IDYLLIC: At Cortijo Bravo and (below) Herriza

Andalucia has a big choice of venues
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WITH a backdrop of bou-
gainvillea, the tranquil
swimming pool at sunset
made the perfect venue for
Sara Parrao’s nuptials.

The 400-year-old Haci-
enda de San Rafael, near
Sevilla, was a true gem for
her wedding. “It had every-
thing we wanted — and the
owners made us feel so re-
laxed,” explains Sara. “The
fact that we could hire the
whole venue for the week-
end really was the icing
on the cake - so our guests
could unwind.”

The hacienda — which is on
Conde Nast Traveller’s gold
list - has a good reputation
for weddings, thanks to the
continual attention by own-
ers Anthony and Patrick
Reid.

Now in its 20th year of hostin,
weddings, the brothers wor
hard to provide everything.
Equally charming, is hotel
La Vista in Medina Sido-
nia. High up in the classic
white town, owners Gary
and Kirsty Biston know from
experience the pleasure of
getting married in the sun
as they tried and tested the
method themselves when
they tied the knot in Spain
in 2002.

Kirsgf cut her teeth as a
wedding coordinator for
Thomson Holidays in the
Dominican Republic before
moving to Spain.They can
organise everything includ-
ing the ceremony at the
stunning Catholic church
across the square or at the
local town hall.

As Kirsty explains: “I orga-
nise all the legal aspects of
the ceremony, liaise with
the hairdresser, flower com-
pany, photographer and DJ
whilst Gary arranges all the
accommodation, flights and
car hire.”

They can even supply the

RS,

rings, as they had to do at
one wedding recently when
the bride and groom left
their rings in a parked car
in La Linea. “Luckily they
were able to use mine and
Kirsty’s during the cere-
mony,” said Gary. “Oh how
we laughed (well the bride
nearly cried actually).”

Another superb location to
get married is La Caleta
Hotel, which has been vot-
ed Gibraltar’s leading hotel
for two years running.

There can be few more spec-
tacular settings in which
to get married than on the
Ocean View Terrace. With
the Strait of Gibraltar pro-
viding a stunning backdrop,
the Caleta has everything in
place to ensure an unforget-
table and worry-free wed-
ding day on the Rock.

Whether it’'s an intimate
affair for just the happy
couple or an extravagant
ceremony for up to 220
guests, General Manager
Franco Ostuni and his team
will make your wedding day

CHOICE: (clockwise fro

Dealing with Bridezilla

Tarifa Weddings organiser Emily Jane

m top) Los Caballos,
Fairplay, La Caleta and La Vista

truly a day to remember.
For an incredible rural set-
ting, you would be hard
pressed to beat Hacienda
La Herriza, which sits on
the edge of the beautiful
Alcornocales natural park,
near Gaucin. A dream re-
treat, this stylish boutique
hotel is run by the talented
David Rodriguez, who is
friendly and efficient.

In Benahavis, you might
want to try the enchanting
Cortijo de los Caballos,
which exudes Moorish rus-
tic charm.

The equestrian centre,
owned by a renowned horse
whisperer, has 11 stables
tastefully converted into
separate apartments, each
delightfully quirky and dif-
ferent. This unique set-up
has the advantage of ac-
commodating up to 25
people, while at the same
time affording a high lev-
el of privacy for guests.
Another wonderful place to
tie the knot is the the Fair-
play Golf Hotel & Spa,
in stunning countryside in
the heart of Cadiz province.
Voted Spain’s leading spa
resort, there is an 18 hole
golf course for the groom, as
well as a fully equipped spa

CHARMING HOTEL, RESTAURANT

& IpyLic WEDDING VENUE

are well versed in

 —

ston

creating a welcoming
ambience for both the
happy couple & their

wedding guests.

From small and

intimate to something
grander, La Vista s the
perfect location for a
memorable experience.

SPECIAL OFFER 2 NIGHTS

FOR THE PRICE OF 1
FOR ALL STAYS COMPLETED BEFORE 31 MAy 2011
MUST BE PRE-BOOKED BEFORE 31 MARCH 2011

Brown on the bride from hell

“My worst bride got very drunk early, insulted the catering
staff by clicking her fingers at them, then interrupted the
speeches announcing she didn’t like anyone present, before
being led away by her mother while shouting at the assistant
coordinator to get her a fresh drink! I later found her stum-
bling around with mascara running down her face mutter-
ing that she never wanted to get married, was in fact still in
love with her ex, but was pregnant with the groom’s child!
It explained the drunkeness and outpour of emotions.”

for the bride and her brides-
maids.

Other venues worth check-
ing out are Hotel Molino
del Puente in Ronda,
which is a superb rural re-
treat, or Hotel Cortijo
Bravo, another amazing
country escape near Velez
Malaga in the Axarquia.

PLAZA DE LA IGLESIA MAYOR 2, 11170 MEDINA SIDONIA, CADIZ
HOTEL & RESTAURANT RESERVATIONS: 956 41 00 69 OR 646 489 069
EMAIL: INFO@LAVISTADEMEDINA.COM - WWW.LAVISTADEMEDINA.COM




Hacienda de San Rafael
Seville, Spain

Hacienda de San Rafael
Apartado 28 Carretera NHV (Km 594)
41730 las Cabezas de San Juan

(Seville) Spain

Central Reservations

+34 954 227 116

Fox 434 954 218 414

email info@haciendadesanrafael.com
www. haciendadesanrafael.com




