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The times 
they are a-
changin’

It’s 30 years since Gibraltar’s frontier reopened after 
a 16-year nightmare and the Spanish are still up to 
their old borderline tricks but what a difference three 
decades make, reports Rob Horgan 

AS I tailgated a silver Renault Megane on a slow crawl to the Gibral-
tar border, I cursed my luck for landing at the back of a 35-minute 
queue. 
Frustrating as it might have been, the queues however, are a good 

deal better than they were a year ago… not to mention three decades ago 
when the Gibraltarians were unable to cross the frontier at all.  
When Spanish dictator General Franco closed the land border between 
Gibraltar and Spain in 1969, he divided families and friendships at a 
stroke. 
Gibraltarians were cut off from loved ones in La Linea, as were Span-
iards with relatives on the Rock. For 16 long years an entire generationn 
were forced to communicate by shouting through the border gates. They 
shared their joys, sorrows and glimpses of their new-born babies through 
cold iron bars.    
When Franco died in 1975, Gibraltarians hoped their enforced incarcera-
tion would end but extraordinarily, it wasn’t for another 10 years - on Feb-
ruary 5, 1985 - that the border gates fi nally swung open.  
The frontier is inextricably linked to the Rock’s past and present and prob-
ably its foreseeable future too but get over it - there’s a lot more to see 
when you do! 
My tip is to avoid taking your car in at all. You don’t even need to join the 
queue, as Gibraltar is easily walkable, given moderate fi tness (and there 
is always the Number 5 bus from the border to the centre costing just a 
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AT WORLD’S END: 
Europa point at 
Gibraltar’s southern 
tip is a stunning mix 
of old and new
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GIBRALTAR TOURIST BOARD 
United Kingdom
e: info@gibraltar.gov.uk
t: +44 (0) 207 836 0777

@visit_gibraltar
facebook.com/visitgibraltar

Visit the locals.
Visit Gibraltar and you’ll find so much to smile about.
 
Spend time dining al fresco, or merely enjoying a coffee 
or a drink, watching the world go by, and you’ll know 
you’ve left your world behind you.
 
Feeling adventurous? Explore the heritage of the 
Rock – there really is so much to discover. And with 
world class concerts and festivals, and a full calendar 
of events, you’ll have more than enough to keep you 
happy.
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did you know?
• The height of the Rock is approximately 426 metres or 1,400 

feet
• The distance between Gibraltar and the coast of Africa is 24 

kilometres or 15 miles
• The Rock was formed approximately 200 million years ago and 

is composed of Jurassic Limestone
• The UK pound can be used freely in Gibraltar, so there is no 

need to convert UK notes to Gibraltar ones. However, Gibraltar 
banknotes are not legal tender in the UK and will not be ac-
cepted there

• In recent referendums the nearly 30,000 Gibraltarians who live 
on the Rock voted overwhelmingly to reject any involvement by 
Spain in their government

• Queen Elizabeth II last visited Gibraltar in 1954
• The border was closed by Franco in 1969 and was shut for 13 

years, only reopened partially for pedestrians in 1982 before 
being reopened fully in 1985

CLOSED DOWN: 
Franco shut border

ROYAL VISIT: Queen in 
1954 

pound).
Indeed, one of the surreal at-
tractions is crossing Europe’s 
shortest airport runway - the 
only way into town for both mo-
torists and pedestrians. 
Passing Victoria Park football 
stadium and you’ll soon arrive 
in Casemates Square, a lively 

spot with cafes overlooked by 
the Rock’s jagged limestone 
silhouette.  
At this point, there are three 
principal options: take on Main 
Street; conquer the Rock sum-
mit; or  circumnavigate it (by 
car or on foot) to its southern-
most tip to see what lies be-
yond (Africa).
Main Street, the eponymous 

shopping artery, is a home 
away from home for British ex-
pats and holidaymakers with 
its Marks & Spencer, Topshop 
and British Home Stores. 
Recognisable international 
retail names are interspersed 
with those of quirky local em-
poria - Seruya, Stagnetto and 
Marble Arc - and other mer-
chant traders established way 

DESPITE its name, Trafalgar Cemetery is 
home to just two victims of 1805’s almighty 
battle.
Instead, many tombstones commemorate 
those who died in three devastating yellow 
fever epidemics around the same time.
Nonetheless, this tiny pocket of Gibraltar 
still radiates patriotism. Its moss-covered 
graves and low-hanging branches could 
tempt anyone in for a moment of refl ection 
while en-route to the cable car.
The cemetery – originally known as South-
port Ditch Cemetery – was abandoned for 
many years until a huge restoration effort in 
the 1980s.
Each year on the Sunday closest to the bat-
tle of Trafalgar (October 21), the Royal Navy 
holds a ceremony here.

While most of those that died at Trafalgar 
were buried at sea, Admiral Nelson’s body 
was being transported back to London for 
a state funeral and burial at St Paul’s cathe-
dral.
However, he was initially taken to Gibral-
tar’s Rosia Bay, in his ship HMS Victory, 
where his body was put in a vat of rum to 
conserve it, before being sent to the UK.
But the connection goes deeper, before his 
heroic death Nelson would have been a reg-
ular on the Rock, especially at naval haunts 
like the Victualling Yard and Old Naval 
Hospital.
And it was his close friend Aaron Cardozo 
– a wealthy Gibraltarian merchant – who 
inherited Nelson’s medal commemorating 
his victory in the Battle of the Nile.

Pocket of patriotism

Home away from home

Admiral Nelson’s legacy in Gibraltar lies beyond cemetery walls

back when.
Meanwhile a 
hike up the 
Rock – not 
for the faint-
hearted – af-
fords amaz-
ing views 
over the bor-
der to the La 
Linea road, 
which snakes 
down through 
the Spanish 
countryside 
towards the 
frontier. 
Although the 
cable car is a 
much easier 
route to the 
summit, trudging up the back 
roads on foot offers a more far-
reaching glimpse into Gibral-
tar’s military past. 
A number of abandoned batter-
ies scream out to be explored, 
alongside tours of the WWII 
and Great Siege tunnels. 
Just in front of the entrance to 
the WWII tunnels is a plaque 
commemorating the day, in 
1954, that HRH Queen Eliza-
beth and the Duke of Edin-
burgh stood and looked out 
over one of 
Britain’s most 
famous over-
seas territo-
ries.
It was a long 
time ago. But 
standing here, 
watching Gi-
b r a l t a r i a n s 
kicking a foot-
ball in distant Victoria Stadium, 
the Union Jack fl apping in time 
with the red and white banner 
of Gibraltar, is enough to make 
even the most unpatriotic of 
Brits proud.
This is merely a stop-off for a 
breather on my voyage to the 
top of the Rock, a series of 
seemingly never-ending hills 
that begin to take their toll on 
the backs of my calves. 
Then, just when the thought of 
a cold beer back in Ocean Vil-
lage seems too tempting to ig-
nore, I’m jolted back to reality 
by a bunch of Gibraltar’s most 
famous residents… the Bar-

PATRIOTIC: Steps to the top of the rock

LEGACY: Admiral Nelson’s statue and (inset) the Victualling Yard he frequented

bary macaques. 
Atop the Rock, the monkeys 
run the show. They know how 
to open tourists’ backpacks in 
search of food, they love wreck-
ing car aerials and one of the 
younger macaques - buzz off - 
seems to be showing too much 
interest in my specs. 
Panic over! They’re a friendly 
bunch if you don’t let them get 
too familiar. Just being with 
them up here is supremely 
cool, as is the view across san-

dy Catalan Bay 
to Morocco. 
But it’s time 
to move on to 
St Michael’s 
Cave. 
With one mil-
lion visitors 
each year, this 
underground 
gallery cre-

ated by rainwater erosion is the 
most visited of the 150 caves 
inside the Rock. A 100-seater 
auditorium sits in the centre 
of the largest cave. Its natural 
acoustics make it the ideal con-
cert venue and it has hosted all 
kinds of events, including the 
Miss Gibraltar beauty pageant. 
The next stop on my round-trip 
checklist is the Moorish Castle. 
The Union Jack fl ying above its 
battlements is another remind-
er of Gibraltarian patriotic fer-
vour while the cannons still in 
place underscore its amazing 
military history. 

From here, you can look down 
at the coloured apartment 
blocks rising up like stalag-
mites from the lower Rock, 
and the construction cranes at 
work building new ones, a time-
ly reminder of how far Gibraltar 
has come in the 30 years since 
the border reopened.    
Time to start my descent, it 
would be easier to hitch a ride 
on the cable car but the Medi-
terranean steps are far more 
impressive. Staked out by in-
quisitive Barbary apes which 
refuse to budge, this stairway 
to heaven and back zig-zags 
down the front of the Rock’s 
face, offering spectacular 
views. Built by the British Army 
as a means of reaching several 
military points, the crumbling 
staircase was restored in 2007 
to offer safer passage to fi tness 
fans who enjoy taking the Med 
Steps Challenge. Chief Minister 
Fabian Picardo and his wife 
Justine are among them!
Back in town, having given 
the last monkey the slip (not 
including fellow Olive Press 
reporter Tom Powell), my fi nal 
port of call is Europa point. 
The site of the future university, 
also earmarked for a 8,000-ca-
pacity football stadium, this 
wild open beauty spot is sym-
bolic of the dramatic transfor-
mation going on in Gibraltar, 
which has one of the most 
upwardly mobile economies in 
the world - some 10% growth 
last year alone - and is spend-
ing its riches accordingly. 
As leader Picardo so rightly 
said recently, echoing the lyrics 
of Bob Dylan: ‘The times they 
are a-changin’.’ 
With annual international mu-
sic and literary festivals attract-
ing the world’s top artists, the 
Rock has carved out a place 
for itself on Europe’s cultural 
calendar, too. Last month, 20 
grandmasters fl ocked to Gibral-
tar to take part in the annual 
Chess Festival at the Caleta 
hotel. Next month, the world’s 
top darts players will meet up 
at the Tercentenary Sports Hall 
for the annual Gibraltar Darts 
Trophy. And with the national 
football team competing in Eu-
ropean qualifi ers for the fi rst 
time ever, things are also look-
ing up in the sporting arena.  
All around the Rock, times are 
a-changin’ for the better. My 
day in Gibraltar may have taken 
its toll on my calves and worn 
out the soles of my Converse. 
But as I sat in yet another bor-
der queue - thankfully just 30 
minutes - to cross back into 
Spain, I felt only admiration 
for the tiny British territory 
which keeps on rolling with the 
punches and rocking with the 
times.

The union Jack with 
the red and white 

banner of Gibraltar 
would make any Brit 

proud 

RUGGED: The top of the Rock and (below) soldier guards 
Governor’s house
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Home away from home
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NOT a lot of people know 
that Europa Point showcas-
es a monument to a former 
Polish Prime Minister who 
died in a freak plane crash 
on the Rock.
Wladyslaw Eugeniusz 
Sikorski lost his life in 1943, 
when his plane crashed into 
the sea just 16 seconds after 
taking off from Gibraltar. 
At the time, the crash was 
attributed to cargo moving 
to the back of the plane dur-
ing takeoff. 
But several conspiracy 
theories are still doing the 
rounds today.
Shoddy maintenance caus-
ing the controls to jam, a 
deliberate crash-landing 
from the pilot (the only sur-
vivor) are two of the most 
popular.
And recently, articles and 
fi lms produced in Poland 
have claimed the general 
was murdered.
In 2008 the Polish govern-
ment ordered a reassess-
ment, but could not reach a 
conclusion.
One thing is certain: in the 
months before his death, 
Sikorski was proving to be 
a thorn in the side of the 
Russians as he promoted an 
independent Poland...

Monumental 
conspiracy

AN Atlantic gust sweeps 
through the abandoned 
cricket pitch and swirls 
around the minaret of 

an unexpected mosque. Across 
the Gibraltar Strait, a burst of 
sunshine lights up the majestic 
Moroccan mountains.
I swivel 360 degrees and try 
to decide which stunning im-
age to photograph fi rst. Unin-
terrupted views are not what 
you expect to fi nd in postage 
stamp-sized ‘fortress Gibral-
tar’. But its spectacular south-
ern tip, where the Atlantic 
meets the Mediterranean and 
Europe and Africa wave at each 
other across the Straits, is a 
wondrous little world of its own. 
Europa Point may be familiar to 
the birds and the bees – it’s a 
favourite trysting spot for lovers 
as well as the fi rst landfall for 
migrating birds returning from 
Africa; but it’s a part of Gibral-
tar many tourists never reach.
However they should! Standing 
on the edge of its limestone 
cliffs, a fi erce wind biting at 
my face, I could truly sense the 
power of this little nation, geo-
graphically and historically.
Europa Point is the polar oppo-
site of Casemates, Main Street 
and Ocean Village but equally 
steeped in fascinating history. 
Plus, there’s not a monkey in 
sight.
Musician of the Royal Gibral-
tar Regiment, Tony Evans, 26, 
explains: “The compact size of 
Gibraltar means these sort of 
spaces are very limited and it is 
no wonder many locals regard 
it so highly.
“What was once the end of the 
world has been given a new 
lease of life.”
Instead of catching the bus – a 
prospect I tend to sneer at in 

tiny Gibraltar anyway – I took 
the varied and intriguing walk 
along the coast.
With bold and colourful apart-
ment blocks clinging to the 
rock on one side of the road, 
and craggy coastline on the 
other, there was barely a soul 
around on this chilly February 
afternoon.
Passing Camp Bay lido with its 
classically-British holiday fa-
cilities, reminiscent of a 1960s 
Margate, I nervously navigated 
an endless tunnel blasted 
through the rock, eventually 
emerging into dazzling sun-
shine illuminating a wide open 
space. Practically a surfeit of 
space! What a contrast to the 
high rise offi ce blocks and 
stacked tiers of apartments 
back in town, 
where every 
square inch is 
maximised.
S t a n d i n g 
proudly at the 
tip of Europa 
Point is the 
red and white 
Trinity light-
house, guid-
ing vessels through the busy 
Straits. It was fi rst lit in 1841 

but is now entirely machine-op-
erated. Nearby Harding’s Bat-
tery provides another reminder 
of the outpost’s military impor-

tance. Named 
after Sir George 
Harding who was 
chief engineer in 
1844, the sunk-
en magazine be-
low is now a visi-
tor centre.
Set back from the 
cliff-edge, sepa-
rated by green 

grass, a car park, a small cafe 
and children’s play area, is the 

striking Mosque of The Custo-
dian of the Two Holy Mosques. 
Inaugurated in 1997, it was a 
present from King Fahd of Sau-
di Arabia and took two years 
– and around £5 million – to 
complete. It serves the 2,000-
plus Muslims in Gibraltar and 
also contains a school, library 
and lecture hall. Its curvaceous 
architecture strikes a surreal 
pose against the lofty, wind-
sculpted limestone cliffs. 
This whole other side to the 
Rock, the escapist’s Gibraltar, 
is the British territory’s last-
remaining untamed outpost. 

Despite a £4.4 million facelift 
in 2010 and the reopening of 
Dudley Ward tunnel, closed for 
eight years after a rock fall, it’s 
the part of Gibraltar that has 
seen the least development.
Until now, that is. At least one 
and possibly two major projects 
are destined to change Europa
Point forever.
That transformation is already 
underway, with construction 
crews busy laying the founda-
tions for Gibraltar’s fi rst univer-
sity, due to open this Septem-
ber. The fast-track project to 
upgrade the St Christopher’s 

The Rock’s wild 
and windswept 
southern tip is 
well worth a visit 
but hurry -  soon 
Europa Point 
will be changed 
forever, writes Tom 
Powell

LOOKOuT

WIDE OPEN 
SPACE: Worlds 
away from the 
busy centre of 
town

CRASH: Memorial

Standing proudly at 
the tip of Europa Point 

is the red and white 
Trinity lighthouse
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Sale for delivery in Gibraltar only

5-7 Main Street     
Tel: +00 350 200 77210    
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Sat:10:30am-2:00pm

@vinopolisgib
vinopolisgib

www.vinopolis.gi 
DOWNLOAD THE APP

Like us on Facebook follow us on Twitter for info on 
special offers, exclusive new products and forthcoming events.

School site as the main cam-
pus, with Halls of Residence 
for 200 students from abroad, 
represents a £10 million in-
vestment.
Controversy still surrounds the 
second major project mooted 
for Europa Point – the new 
UEFA football stadium.
The plan is to give the one-year-
old Gibraltar national football 
team its own home ground 
and create a complex for other 
sports and events. 
“The Europa Point Stadium 
presents the perfect opportu-
nity to create a magnifi cent, 
beautifully designed public 
space for everyone to enjoy 
– together with the chance to 
create a globally recognised 
symbol for Gibraltar,” reads 
a government mission state-
ment.However, many Gibral-
tarians have objected on envi-
ronmental grounds to the loss 
of their last remaining open 
space. More than 1,500 peo-
ple signed a petition calling on 
the government to reconsider 
the chosen site, fearing that a 
natural beauty spot will be lost 
forever. There’s also concern 

over match-day mayhem as 
thousands of fans pour over 
the frontier and sweep through 
to the other end of the territory 
like a fl ash fl ood. 
As local Darren Olivero ex-
plained: “The design - hideous 
though it is - is not the issue; 
the location is. Europa Point 
and the views of and from it 
would be ruined forever by any 
such large structure.”
He has a point. Europa Point 
will certainly never again be 
the way it was for me; open, 
airy and beautiful, like stand-
ing at the edge of something 
truly special.
It would be a spectacular sta-
dium, no doubt, although one 
that totally dominates the
landscape. Still, there is no way 
I’m missing that fi rst Gibraltar 
game at the new stadium.
Although I can’t help feeling 
that, in striving to be like the 
rest of Europe - fl ashy univer-
sity, international football sta-
dium - Gibraltar could be losing 
more than it gains.
Whatever your viewpoint, see 
the one at Europa Point before 
it changes forever.

AFTER a complete overhaul 
of its Main Street shop, Vi-
nopolis Gibraltar has re-
opened its doors with a 
new, innovative wine-buy-
ing concept.
The aim is to provide great 
service, a wide range of 
wines from around the 
world, a new free home 
delivery service and an ex-
citing new online shopping 
experience.
With its new website www.
vinopolis.gi and a mobile 
app for smart phones and 
tablets, Vinopolis now of-
fers even more opportuni-
ties for the savvy online 
shopper.
As part of the Anglo Hispa-
no Group, which has been 
in business since 1892, Vi-
nopolis’ main products re-
main wines, spirits, bottled 
beers, soft drinks, confec-
tionery and tobacco. 
The team will be happy 
to welcome you and offer 
their very best wine buying 
advice.
Opening hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 10am-6.30pm 
and Saturday 10.30am-
2pm.
For more information, 
call 200 77210 or email 
shop@vinopolis.gi

new world 
of wine

OCEAN Village is arguably Gibraltar’s ul-
timate contemporary success story and 
this year looks to be one of the most ex-
citing yet for the mixed use resort.  

It all kicks off with the Gibraltar carnival this 
week, hosted at Ocean Village on February 20 
and 21.  The carnival spirit will be positively 
tangible, with Cuban and Latin music, fancy 
dress and masquerade parties to see the adults 
through until late on Friday night/Saturday morn-
ing.However, Saturday 21 is all about families. 
The activities start at 12pm and continue until 
5pm, with a fancy dress competition for kids, 
face painting, a photo booth, fun fair games, a 
bouncy castle and rodeo bull, gladiator dueling 
and dancing, just to name a few of the activities 
planned for the day. The rest of the year looks 
to be just as exciting with product launches and 
charity fun runs in the planning stages. 
We can’t mention too much, but safe to say 
watch this space!  Of course, Ocean Village will 
also be hosting the annual Cardboard Boat Race 
(usually taking place at the end of August to the 
beginning of September) offering fun and excite-
ment for all the family and to the spectators of 
this fantastically popular event.This year has 
also seen the launch of ‘What’s On at Ocean Vil-
lage’, a monthly marketing initiative which can 
be found online which details special offers 

and promotions from the restaurants, bars and 
shops - as well as upcoming events.
With its distinctive blue glass-clad residential 
towers, Ocean Village is Gibraltar’s ‘shop, eat, 
drink, play’ destination, offering everything to 
those who want to work hard and play hard and 
is located only 10 minutes walk from the border.  
There is a wide array of venues, including Asian 
Fusion, Indian and Cuban restaurants as well as 
popular favourites, such as Pizza Express, a vari-
ety of bars, clubs and cafes, plus Gibraltar’s only 
casino - and all located within the busy marina. 
For your day-to-day needs, there is also an estate 
agent, beauty salons, a specialist boutique, in-
surance and a convenience store, to name but a 
few! Ocean Village Marina and neighbouring Ma-
rina Bay cater for even the largest of superyachts 
and 2014 saw the offi cial launch of the highly-
anticipated 189-room Sunborn Yacht Hotel. 
In July 2014, the developers of Ocean Village be-
gan work on the construction of the World Trade 
Center, located minutes away from Ocean Vil-
lage, and completion is expected in Spring 2016.  
Demand has been high with over 60% already 
sold or let and a further 20% under negotiation.   
Make sure you don’t miss out on what is hap-
pening in Ocean Village during 2015 - check out 
‘oceanvillagegibraltar’ on Facebook for more in-
formation.

After a whirlwind year for Gibraltar’s Ocean Village it’s all aboard 
for 2015

deeply successful

PICTURESQUE: The Mosque 
on the Rock Advertorial

Advertorial
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THE arts scene in Gibral-
tar has often been de-
scribed as burgeoning. 
But it has been given a 

massive boost by the recent 
global success of one of its 
homegrown painters, and am-
bition is in the air.
Gibraltarian Christian Hook 
has seen the value of his work 
skyrocket since becoming Sky 
Portrait Artist of the Year 2014. 
The exclusive Mayfair gallery, 
Clarendon Fine Art, is selling 
Hook commissions for up to 
£75,000 and has a 200-strong 
waiting list of people lusting af-
ter his creations.
The Rock houses a bustling 
community of artistic talent and 
production. Over the decades it 
has nurtured artists who have 
made it big but refuse to sever 
ties with their roots.
Government spending on the 
arts is on the up, and regular 
competitions and exhibitions 
are geared towards fostering 
artists, the history of art, phi-
losophy and politics.
Other great artists born here 
include Mario Finlayson and 
the three Sefarty sisters – Jane 
Langdon, Bathsheba Peralta 
and Willa Sefarty – who found-
ed The Fine Arts Gallery and 
the Gibraltar Art Gallery.
The Ministry for Culture’s Gino 
Sanguinetti is optimistic about 
the artistic landscape – and 
says it’s growing.
“About 15 years ago the art 
was more staid here, but art-
ists are getting more confi dent, 
freer in their self-expression, 
we are seeing a lot more risk-
taking. The work is more off-
beat,” he said.
Sanguinetti describes the art 

scene as ‘a group of friends 
with a common will to work’. 
Artist Jane Langdon goes as far 
as to compare the community 
as a supportive family.
She said: “We support one 
another. Politically we are iso-
lated, but we have always been 
aware that we have to work 
at creating and 
keeping momen-
tum going.
“Gibraltar has 
a lot of artistic 
talent because 
there is a fusion 
of cultures, so 
it happens au-
tomatically, and 
we live surrounded by natural 
beauty which is very inspiring.”
The political and geographical 
history of Gibraltar goes some 

way to explain-
ing its impres-
sive art scene.
Not only home 
to the fi rst 
Neander thal 
rock engrav-
ing – 39,000 
years old – 
G i b r a l t a r ’ s 
lack of cen-
sorship dur-
ing Franco’s 
dictatorship in 
Spain meant 
creativity was 
relatively un-
bridled.
During the 
frontier clo-
sure, Gibral-
tarians were 
closeted to-
gether in iso-
lation, so they 
shared ideas 
more, and 
fought to sur-
vive and cre-
ate. 
Even today, 
the constant 
comings and 
goings at Gi-

braltar Port foster an exchange 
of ideas in a community that 
never stagnates.
Renowned Gibraltarian artist 
Mario Finlayson, now 88, de-
parted for London’s famous 
Slade School of Art in 1966, 
returning with fresh ideas. 
He has dedicated his life to 

the Rock’s 
art scene and 
will have the 
ultimate privi-
lege of giving 
his name to 
the soon-to-
be-inaugurat-
ed Gibraltar 
National Gal-

lery in the City Hall, an event he 
fought hard to bring about.
“I have been at the helm of all 
the art movements here since I 
was very young and have been 
able to be like a father for many 
of the artists in Gibraltar,” says 
Finlayson.
“It’s very vibrant, people are 
curious and hungry to do things 
here, wanting to express them-
selves.
“Our artists travel and expose 
themselves to all sorts of infl u-
ences in different countries but 
everything comes back here, 
where they put their ideas to-
gether.”
The Sefarty sisters are good ex-
amples. While they studied with 
local artist Leni Mifsud when 
they were very young, they also 

Hooked!
With collectors queuing up to spend fi ve-
fi gure sums on works by Christian Hook, 
Gibraltar’s artistic landscape is looking 
rosy, writes Iona Napier

ART collectors will fi nd an eclectic choice of 
ancient and modern treasures to take their 
fancy at the Cavilla Gallery, in the town cen-
tre. 
This elegant emporium, based at 14 Horse 
Barrack Court, specialises in international 
contemporary paintings and sculptures. It 

also deals in antiquities and Islamic, Indian, 
Himalayan and South East Asian art. 
The gallery is open from 10am-1pm, and 
2pm-6pm, Monday to Friday. 
For more information, call 540 02648, email 
dylancavilla@me.com or visit the Cavilla Gal-
lery Facebook page.

art beat on the rock

WINNER: Hook (left) and Cumming in front of the winning piece

FROM GIBRALTAR TO DIOR: Tiana Langdon AT THE HELM: Finlayson

Gibraltar special

Gibraltar has a lot of 
artistic talent because 
we live surrounded by 

natural beauty
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lived in Madrid, trained in Flor-
ence and had their first exhibi-
tion in Hampstead, London. 
Jane Langdon was an appren-
tice to the Florencian master 
and muralist Alfio Rapisardi. 
Her daughter, Tiana, worked for 
John Galliano for 15 years at 
the House of Dior in Paris.
Gibraltar’s connection with the 

UK, links between universities 
and participation in interna-
tional art competitions all help 
project its identity as a quirky 
place where talent is born.
Gibraltar-born Hook studied at 
Middlesex University, lectured 
at the Royal College of Art 
and, after illustrating over 200 
books for leading UK publish-

ers, returned home to 
paint. He was making 
marmalade the day he 
heard out about Sky’s 
competition, shortly be-
fore the deadline, and 
had no inkling of the 
extent to which it would 
propel him into the lime-
light.
He would go on to be 
bombarded by around 
6,000 emails from pro-
spective buyers in the 
month following the win.
A commission went up 
from £15,000 to £75,000 
with Hook surprised by 
the interest.
“It was just ridiculous - I 
had no idea of the reper-
cussions of the compe-
tition – I just needed to try 
something new, which is why I 
entered, and I enjoyed it a lot,” 
Hook told the Olive Press.
The process took him to New 
York and he spent time with ce-
lebrities like Sir Ian McKellen, 
Amir Khan and Alan Cumming, 
to study and paint them.
Hook’s final depiction of Alan 
Cumming sees him on stage, 
wearing a top hat and tartan 
in a nod to Scottish indepen-
dence, in a painting that will 
hang in the Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery. 
Gibraltar takes great pride in 
Hook’s success, regardless of 
the material value of his work. 
As Jane Langdon said: “Paint-
ings are worth what they are 
worth because they are an ex-
tension of self. You can’t buy 
the feeling of creating, it’s not 
on a shelf in a shop.”
“Art is an affair of the heart 
and, as an artist, you can 
dedicate a lifetime to creating 
something positive.”
Long may the creation and 
positivity continue.

YOU won’t just get a tasty meal at Sacarellos 
restaurant. Under the same roof, you can 

browse one of the largest private art collec-
tions in Gibraltar – food for the soul!
The higgledy-piggledy cafe showcases 80 
paintings in a treasured collection that all be-
gan when architect John Langdon was trans-
forming the old Sacarellos Coffee Shop into a 
restaurant. 
He noticed that the original features of the 
former warehouse, with its archways and vary-
ing levels, made it ideal for exhibiting art, and 
owner Patrick Sacarello was soon bitten by the 
collecting bug. 
“Thus, by accident, we became a popular local 
art gallery where the works on display are con-
tinuously changing,” he says. “This metamor-
phosis would not have been possible without 
my friends, Genny Whiteland and John Lang-
don, who have been on hand over the years or-
ganizing art exhibitions at little personal gain.”

The Sacarello Collection includes works by 
prominent Gibraltarian artists, including Gus-
tavo Bacarisas, Mario Finlayson and Christian 
Hook, the award-winning Guatemalan artists 
Erwin Guillermo, Edin Morales and Brian John-
ston, and the English painters James Foot and 
George Apperley.
“Since 1992, Sacarellos has hosted regular art 
exhibitions by both local and international art-
ists and invariably we would end up buying a 
painting or two,” says Patrick. “In 1994 on a 
trip to Colombia and Peru, I realised the maj-
esty of landscapes and colours. This awakened 
my artistic senses and my eye for art devel-
oped. My art collecting subsequently extended 
to international works which I have since en-
joyed sharing with the patrons of Sacarellos.”
In recent years, Patrick as ‘Art Collector’ has 
helped judge various local exhibitions, most 
recently the first National Day Exhibition with 
Christian Hook.

Cafe culture
The Olive Press talks to avid collector 
Patrick Sacarello about his extensive 
art collection

ABSTRACT: A variety of Gibraltar paintings
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RIOT OF COLOUR: Patrick (left) 
and a range of his paintings, while 
(right) a portrait of him as a child
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working with Gibraltar.
“Just imagine the impact of ac-
tually working with the Spanish 
government to go out and sell 
the Bay of Gibraltar as a prod-
uct. The industrial zone here 
could create jobs for all the 
40,000 unemployed people in 
the area.
“A massive claim? Why doesn’t 
Spain put me to the test? If 
they say I’m a charlatan, I’m 
giving them an excellent oppor-
tunity to prove it.”

His idea is to create a special 
economic zone between Tarifa 
and La Linea that ‘dovetails’ 
Gibraltar’s tax advantages 
and encourages businesses to 
relocate there. Stressing the 
advantages of an international 
airport, a key container port in 
Algeciras, and space to build 
around San Roque, he adds: 
“We would be creating the new 
European Luxembourg, but in 
one of the most beautiful cor-
ners of the Mediterranean.”
It is the second time I’ve inter-
viewed the Chief Minister, who 

Gibraltar special
 February 19th - March 4th 2015

STM Fidecs are registered intermediaries for Bupa Global and offer 
comprehensive and affordable packages designed to provide you 
with a tailored healthcare solution that provides peace of
mind for you and your family.

Our team of client relationship managers are bilingual 
and provide the following services to new and existing Bupa clients:

¡ Assisting customers in finding the appropriate 
medical provider

¡ Obtaining pre-authorisation for hospitalisation, operations and 
scans

¡ Claims assistance
¡ Advising on policy matters and renewal
¡ Providing information on new products and promotions

Our service is highly personalised and free of charge, capitalising 
on our local knowledge and relationships with Bupa. We are able to 
advise you on the best plan to suit your needs. Even if you are an 
existing Bupa customers, appointing STM Fidecs will mean access to 
local assistance at no additional cost.

To find out more, contact our health insurance experts:

STM FIDECS LIFE, HEALTH 
& PENSIONS LTD
Montagu Pavilion
8 - 10 Queensway
PO Box 575
Gibraltar

T: +350 200 45877
F: +350 200 42701
health@stmgroupplc.co

ARE YOU 
SUFFICIENTLY 
COVERED 
FOR YOUR 
HEALTHCARE 
NEEDS?

Distributed by Insured by

GIBRALTAR’S chief min-
ister is in fi ne form.
Just back from a suc-
cessful address to a 

spectrum of political fi gures 
in Madrid (minus the ruling 
PP party, of course), Fabian 
Picardo is bristling with good 
humour.
As eloquent as ever, he’s as 
happy to talk about his current 
passion for Lady Gaga, as he is 
the upsurge of political party 
Podemos. But one thing he is 
adamant about: Gibraltar’s 
economy is still as solid as a 
Rock.
Despite losing an estimated 
£40 million of tourist income 
last year, due to the border 
problems, the enclave still saw 
growth of 10.3% in GDP terms.
“That was despite being under 
the cosh and with our tourism 
really hit for six because of the 
queues,” he explains.
“The economy is booming and 
look at the prosperity that 
we’re achieving and the contri-
bution to the Campo de Gibral-
tar despite having our backs 
(facing) each other.”
By this he is referring to the 
impact the Rock has on the 
surrounding area, in terms of 
jobs and income spent in local 
Spanish businesses.
A new study by the Gibraltar 
Chamber of Commerce is set 
to demonstrate that the GDP 
of the enclave has grown from 
12.2 % for the Campo de Gi-
braltar to a staggering 25% in 
just six years.
 “It’s a fantastic study which 
shows that even with the gov-
ernments turning their backs 
on each other and queues of 
sometimes six or seven hours, 
we represent a quarter of the 
area’s GDP.”
But the impact, he explains, 
also reaches as far as Tarifa, 
Manilva, Jimena and Este-
pona, from where thousands 
of people commute every day 
to work. Plus, of course, what 
he terms the ‘Ikea frontier’, 
the area between Jerez and 
Malaga, where the thousands 
of ordinary Gibraltarians regu-
larly spend their hard-earned 
money.
Now, what he is hoping for this 
year is a new government com-
ing to power in Madrid that 
understands the potential of 

is clearly enjoying his job and 
relishing the prospect of win-
ning a second election later 
this year.
He is particularly interested in 
the political fervor around the 
new Spanish party Podemos, 
even though he is quick to 
stress that his party, the GSL, 
is naturally allied to Spain’s so-
cialist PSOE party.
“Podemos is a very inspiring, 
exciting political alternative 
which, in my view, also repre-
sents potential pitfalls if you 
analyse its politics. But it’s 
bringing people back to poli-
tics, which is a positive thing.”
But he continues: “I would 
never tell anyone in Spain how 
to vote but I think there are 
much more exciting options 
for Spain’s relationship with 
Gibraltar than the present ster-
ile approach of the PP, which is 
slightly to the right of Genghis 
Khan.”
Above all, he is very keen to 
stress his affection for Spain, 
a country with which he has 
many links, particularly through 
his Spanish grandmother Ma-
ria Magdalena Marchante, who 
came from Los Barrios.
“I’ve got Spanish blood in my 
veins, I hope we can get back 
to the days when it was easy 
and normal for Gibraltarians to 
shop and eat there.”
And, perhaps surprisingly, he is 
optimistic that tourism is about 
to start growing again.
With key elections in Spain this 
year, he believes there will be 
less appetite for causing prob-
lems, particularly given the 
blame for border queues lies 
solely with the current Spanish 
government.
As for changes to the Spanish 
side of the border queue, he 
is as much in the dark as ev-
eryone else. “We’re trying to 
get details from the European 
Commission, but even they are 
fi nding it diffi cult. We certainly 
hope it’s designed in good 
faith.”

A keen music fan, Fabian Picardo’s current favourites include 
two local bands This Side Up and Headwires, as well as Lady 

Gaga (left) and Tony Bennett, who have just 
recorded a Grammy-winning duets album to-
gether. “That’s what I’m listening to at the mo-
ment… the modern and the old,” he says. Fi-
nally, he is happy to reveal he will become the 
father of another boy in April. “Please God ev-

erything will be OK and, while Sebastian, 
who will be three, is not sure about the 
concept of having a younger brother, it is 
great to know that we are having another 

boy… it’s the cheapest option with all the 
hand-me-downs.”

I’m no charlatan 
and I can prove it!
Gibraltar’s leader tells 
Olive Press editor Jon 
Clarke how he believes a 
free and fl owing border 
would create 40,000 jobs

WELCOME: Fabian Picardo with Jon Clarke

“The queues are a thing of the past, come down to Gibral-
tar, enjoy what we have to offer. There’s a lot to do here. 
Our culinary delights are greater than ever, our hotels are 
fantastic. There’s no reason not to rediscover this beautiful 
rock of ours.”

Message to Olive Press readers

Lady Gaga and my second son
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Gaga (left) and Tony Bennett, who have just 
recorded a Grammy-winning duets album to-
gether. “That’s what I’m listening to at the mo-
ment… the modern and the old,” he says. Fi-
nally, he is happy to reveal he will become the 
father of another boy in April. “Please God ev-

boy… it’s the cheapest option with all the 

The present sterile 
approach of the PP 
is slightly right of 

Genghis Khan
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AS refurbs go it is little 
short of amazing.
From the striking black 

and white check marble-fl oor 
lobby with its clean lines and 
chandeliers to the elegant 
dining room, with its stunning 
views and subtle colours, the 
Rock Hotel has been totally re-
born.
The multi-million pound re-
furbishment has seen all the 
bedrooms upgraded, as well as 
a redesign to the lounge bar, 
lobbies and conference and 
banqueting facilities. 
But it is comforting to know that 
a few things haven’t changed.
The 1930s hotel, which once 
put up Winston Churchill, Errol 
Flynn and Alec Guinness, still 
has its famous façade, as well 
as gardens and outdoor wiste-
ria dining terrace.
And, best of all, thankfully it 
still has its excellent head chef 
Alfred Rodriguez, 56, who has 
been cooking at the Rock for 
41 years.
While he has spent time away – 
principally working on the QE2 
and for the Roux brothers at 

London’s Michelin-starred Le 
Gavroche, alongside Gordon 
Ramsay – he is very much back 
and constantly coming up with 
new and exciting dishes.
In particular, a lobster and 
squid salad with leeks was not 
only delicious, but incredible 
value at just £5. And his signa-
ture orange creme brulee with 
winter berries was a delight.
“I am always looking for new 
things to cook and we are very 
lucky that the quality of ingre-
dients coming in from Spain 
these days is better than ever,” 
he explains.
“And we also get plenty of stuff 
from Morocco the other side so 
all the bases are covered.”

CHEF: Alfred and (below) a 
creation

aLL 
CHanGE

The grand dame of Gibraltar The 
Rock Hotel has had a stunning 
renovation

STUNNING: New lobby
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Grace Valverde – 1966
After dazzling her way to the 
title in a silver dress, Grace 
– then just 17 – developed 
a taste for success. But she 
caused controversy at the 
World pageant in London that 
year, after Miss Spain refused 
to accept Gibraltar’s presence 
in the competition, and prompt-
ly withdrew.

Michelle Torres - 1992
Undeterred by her mother’s 
political strife, Michelle stole 
to the title 26 years later in a 
multi-coloured dress, also aged 
17.

Melanie Chipolina – 2005
Inspired by the family success, 
Grace’s niece Melanie made it 
a hat trick when she won with 
a green dress, at the older age 
of 23.

THE fi rst three things you see when entering Gibraltar are a tra-
ditional red phone box, a Rock tours information counter and a 
giant poster of the fi rst and only Gibraltarian Miss World.
Kaiane Aldorino, who fi rst won Miss Gibraltar before the in-

ternational equivalent in 2009, is certainly something of a national 
hero. After fi ghting off the world’s best to take the crown in South 
Africa, she embarked on a global tour before her rapturous home-
coming, with 15,000 people clamouring to cheer her up Main Street.
In an interview with the Olive Press in 2010, she praised her ‘total-
ly unique, really special’ home. “There is nothing like the amazing 
views from the top, to Africa and into Spain,” she said. “I also love the 
beaches, the lighthouse and the people are so friendly.”

Kaiane was awarded the Freedom of the City in 2011, in recognition 
of her devotion towards the Rock she still calls home, despite the 
fame and glory.
In fact, Miss Gibraltar has won special awards at international pag-
eants three times, an incredible achievement for such a small nation.
The contest is still an important part of the social calendar, and the 
fi rst place prize of entry into Miss World is a mouthwatering prospect.
The pageant has been held everywhere from St Michael’s Cave to 
the Caleta Hotel, while stars such as Albert Hammond, Paco de Lucia 
and Sinita have performed at it.
But that’s not to say the other winners in its 56-year history are not 
glowing symbols of the Rock’s appeal. The highlights include:

You beauties!
The Rock has developed a reputation for beautiful women following international 
pageant success. Here Tom Powell casts an eye over the crème de la crème of 
Miss Gibraltars

1959

1984

1986

1994

2009

2012

Family 
affair
Twice in the 
competition’s 
history has one 
winner given birth 
to another, but 
only one family 
can boast three 
separate winners

Jessica palao 

Jessica went on to win 
‘Miss Congeniality’ at the 
Miss Universe pageant a 
year after winning Gibral-
tarian hearts in a spar-
kling silver outfi t aged just 
18.

Melissa Berllaque 

The youngest ever Miss Gi-
braltar fought off her more 
experienced competitors 
with a sparkling white outfi t 
to take the crown at the age 
of just 17, one month and 
20 days.

Jessica Baldachino

Clad in an extravagant green 
and beige dress, Jessica 
topped the competition to be 
crowned the tallest ever Miss 
Gibraltar – measuring a neck-
aching 1.83cm.

Viola abudarham 

The fi rst ever Miss Gibraltar 
contest was organised by 
Vox newspaper and held at 
a dance organised at the 
CFCA hall on Main Street. 
The then 23-year-old stole 
the show with a black and 
silver number.

dominque Martinez 

With blonde hair, green 
eyes and an elegant white 
dress, Dominique was vic-
torious on the Rock before 
winning the ‘Miss Person-
ality’ title at the worldwide 
pageant later that year.

Kaiane aldorino 

All the fame in the world 
couldn’t harm Kaiane’s adora-
tion for her home. The former 
hospital administrator has now 
married her long-term boy-
friend, who works on a cruise 
ship. 

VICTOR: Miss World Kaiane Aldorino

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY: Melanie Chipolina
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‘BRA-STYLE swimwear 
gets the gold treatment 
this season as AiméeJay 
Intimates launch this 
year’s catalogue featur-
ing hundreds of styles of 
swimwear separates. 
As ladies with over DD 
cup struggle to fi nd great 
fi tting swimwear on the 
coast, the catalogue has 
bikinis, swimsuits and 
tankinis from six brands 
offering DD to KK cup 
and amazingly, stock in-
cluding maternity and 
mastectomy lines, is 
available all year. 
Pick up your free cata-
logue in store or view 
online at www.facebook.
com/aimeejayintimates. 
Olive Press readers will 
receive a free stylish 
beach bag with every fi t-
ting... Just mention us 
when visiting.

MOST famous for his novels 1984 and 
Animal Farm, not many know that Brit-
ish writer George Orwell spent two days 
on Gibraltar in 1938, noting down his 

thoughts on the Rock.
He had stopped off there, en route to Morocco 
with his wife, after suffering a serious injury from 
fi ghting for the Republican Government during 
the Spanish Civil War.
His notes include musings on various local newspa-
pers, including their adverts and political standpoints.
He said of the Gibraltar Chronicle, now the lon-
gest-running newspaper in the world, that it was 
‘more or less pro-Fascist’.
He also mentioned a destroyer, the Jose Luis 
Diez, that lay in the harbour, as well as the 
Rock’s wildlife.
“Population of the town is about 20,000,” he not-
ed. “Largely Italian origin but nearly all bilingual 
English-Spanish.
“Many Spaniards work here and return to Spain 
every night. At least 3,000 (of them) refugees 
from Franco territory. Authorities now trying to 
get rid of these on pretext of overcrowding.”
He continued: “Standard of living not very low, 
no barefoot adults. Fruit and vegetables cheap, 

Orwell: ‘Gibraltar 
Chronicle was more 
or less pro-Fascist’

A FLOOD OF MEMORIES

ANIMAL KINGDOM: For cen-
turies the Rock has been a 
haven for apes, while (right) 
a trio of dogs used for smu-
ggling, (above far left) troops 
survey the bay and (above 
left) a fl ood on Main Street. 
Meanwhile (above) taking 
off from the old runway, and 
(top left) a rally in the 1960s

Olive press 
sexy 
swimwear 
offer
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MOST famous for his novels 1984 and 
Animal Farm, not many know that Brit-
ish writer George Orwell spent two days 
on Gibraltar in 1938, noting down his 

thoughts on the Rock.
He had stopped off there, en route to Morocco 
with his wife, after suffering a serious injury from 
fi ghting for the Republican Government during 
the Spanish Civil War.
His notes include musings on various local newspa-
pers, including their adverts and political standpoints.
He said of the Gibraltar Chronicle, now the lon-
gest-running newspaper in the world, that it was 
‘more or less pro-Fascist’.
He also mentioned a destroyer, the Jose Luis 
Diez, that lay in the harbour, as well as the 
Rock’s wildlife.
“Population of the town is about 20,000,” he not-
ed. “Largely Italian origin but nearly all bilingual 
English-Spanish.
“Many Spaniards work here and return to Spain 
every night. At least 3,000 (of them) refugees 
from Franco territory. Authorities now trying to 
get rid of these on pretext of overcrowding.”
He continued: “Standard of living not very low, 
no barefoot adults. Fruit and vegetables cheap, 

Orwell: ‘Gibraltar 
Chronicle was more 
or less pro-Fascist’

VISIT: Orwell visited in 1938

wine and tobacco evidently untaxed or taxed very 
little.”
“No English sugar or matches, all Belgian… Some 
of the shopkeepers are Indians and Parsees.
“The Barbary Ape is said to be now very rare at 
Gibraltar and the authorities are trying to exter-
minate them as they are a nuisance.
“At a certain season they come down from the 
rock and invade people’s houses and gardens.”

A FLOOD OF MEMORIES

Unit G19 Europa Business Centre
Dock Yard Road - Gibraltar

Tel: + 350 200 72766
Fax: + 350 200 45779

- Free Pick Up & Delivery
- Free Towing Service
- 3 Month Guarantee

We Offer Our Customers...

- Free Estimates
- Bodywork Repairs 
- Chassis Repair Work
- Full Service & MOT
- General Spares & Accessories

(New Management, New Facilities)

40 Year’s Experience

Specialists in...

Paul Auto Respray Co Ltd
New and Improved

WATCHING the sunrise 
from the top of the Rock, 
sprawled on my favourite 
crag and nibbling on an on-

ion, I wonder if there is anywhere more 
idyllic. 
It’s my home, and it’s been my ances-
tors’ home since Moorish times, way 
before our Rock became British. And, 
frankly, I can see no reason to ever 
move from this sun-drenched stone. 
Although for 30 of my more mischie-

The GorgeousNew 
Gift Shop On Main 

Street

10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT

248 Main Street - Tel: 20066382

www.facebook.com/allwrappedup.gib

Retro Gifts For Men

Smellies

Handbags

Home Decorations

Something for 
Toddlers to Teenagers

King of the 
swingers

Tom Powell 
imagines on what a 
Barbary ape might 
ruminate

vous friends, there was simply no 
choice. I suppose they took it too far, 
became too confi dent, lost sight of 
what really matters… all I know is the 
naughtiest ones were taken in the 
night to a far-away place called ‘Scot-
land’, a place where it never stops 
raining. Farewell, my cousins.
Over here the day begins when the big 
shiny, metallic hulks of metal drift into 
the harbour below. Some call them 
cruise ships, but to me they’re simply 
a mouthwatering delivery service.
A day of glorious gastronomy awaits. 
I just know there will be chocolate, 
strawberries, sandwiches, oh and 
maybe some of those choc chip cook-
ies from Morrisons! 
An all-you-can-eat buffet is on its way, 
hand-delivered by hordes of tourists 
ascending the Rock via cable car, jeep 
or on foot.
It makes me laugh to remember my 
early childhood, when I actually strug-
gled to open zips on rucksacks. These 
days I’m a pro, the best on the Rock. 
I sit preening myself on the wall, pos-
ing for pictures and lapping up the at-
tention. But then, like a fl ash, I’m in a 
handbag rooting out the Rolos (a par-
ticular favourite of mine), amid laugh-
ter and shrieks.
Sure, the keepers up here are kind 
enough to provide a daily supply of 
fresh oranges, apples, onions, and 
cabbage. But you can’t beat a warm, 
chewy Rolo, with a bit of silver foil for 
added crunch.
Anyway, after a hard day of thieving, 
eating, posing, eating and swinging 
around, I’m always shattered. I know 
some of my friends are beginning to 
head down into the town area, but I 
have no intention of ever leaving my 
home atop the Rock. Not with the 
threat of ‘Scotland’ looming over us. 

ANIMAL KINGDOM: For cen-
turies the Rock has been a 
haven for apes, while (right) 
a trio of dogs used for smu-
ggling, (above far left) troops 
survey the bay and (above 
left) a fl ood on Main Street. 
Meanwhile (above) taking 
off from the old runway, and 
(top left) a rally in the 1960s

REGAL PERCH: A happy ape at the top of the Rock
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Exclusive offer for residents of Gibraltar 

Telephone: 200 65370 
Email:  info@strategicwealthlimited.com 
Address:  Suite 23A, Watergardens 6 
   Gibraltar 

Licenced by the Gibraltar Financial Services Commission 

STRATEGIC Wealth Limit-
ed was formed in Gibraltar 
in 2012 and specialises in 

providing independent � nan-
cial services to Gibraltar resi-
dents and UK expats. Based in 
the heart of Gibraltar at their 
Watergardens o�  ce, the team 
of dedicated consultants pro-
vide a range of life assurance 
and pension solutions that 
match clients needs.
Working on the belief that one 
size doesn’t � t all, Managing 
Director Steve Whittam un-
derstands the importance of 
being independent and provid-
ing advice and services that � t 
the individual client’s circum-
stances and objectives. “Our 
advisers take the time to assess 
client’s personal requirements 
and then research the market 
to � nd the best solution. We 

Our strategy for your wealth

have access to a whole range 
of services including overseas 
pensions such as QROPS, QN-
UPS and even Spanish compli-
ant retirement solutions”.
Co-Director and Head of Pri-
vate Client Services Steve Bur-
dett added, “with our knowl-
edge of the � nancial services 
market and through our range 
of professional contacts, we 
can bring solutions to Gibral-
tar that previously were not 
available. We believe that the 
people of Gibraltar deserve ac-
cess to the same high standard 
of � nancial services available 
in the UK, but sadly this is 
o� en overlooked by large UK 
insurance companies so we 
work with them to bring these 
services to the Rock. Recently 
these have included life assur-
ance and income protection 

cover, both of which were not 
previously available.”  
 Senior Private Client Man-
ager Darren Mills previously 
worked for a large internation-
al bank in Gibraltar and with 
over 20 years’ experience in 
international � nancial services 
he is proud of the high level of 

service that clients receive. � e 
team is supported by born and 
bred local, Glenda Brancato, 
who worked with Darren dur-
ing his time at the bank. � ere 
have been major changes in-
troduced in the UK regarding 
pension legislation which have 
an impact on clients in Spain 

and Gibraltar. With a� ect from 
April this year, the UK Govern-
ment will allow more freedom 
of choice for private pension 
policyholders regarding how 
they take their income. From 
age 55 it will be possible to 
draw all of the money held in a 
private pension as a lump sum. 

� is could create serious tax li-
abilities so it is very important 
to take proper � nancial advice.
O� ering a free initial consulta-
tion, at a time and place to suit, 
clients can � nd out how they 
can bene� t from professional 
advice from a local company 
quali� ed to UK standards.

STRATEGIC WEALTH TEAM: (Right to left) Darren Mills, Glenda Brancato, Steve Burdett and Steve Whittam
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Find the job that
rocks your world

Working for Gibraltar

firstchoice
recruitment

Here at First Choice, we specialise in
helping you �nd the right job to �t

your personality and skills.

If you’re looking for a new challenge
here on The Rock, get in touch with

us today and take the �rst step
towards landing that dream job!

Send your CV to info@fcr.gi or give
us a call today on +350 200 62541

or +350 200 62542
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DESPITE seven years of 
an international fi nancial 
crisis, Gibraltar’s econo-

my has gone from strength to 
strength.
Job creation is at an all time 
high with more than 23,000 
registered workers... and with 
10,000 people crossing the 
border each day to work, it is 
clear that our economic buoy-
ancy is not only good for its citi-
zens but it is also good for the 
nearby Campo de Gibraltar. 
Incredibly, Gibraltar’s economy 
has doubled in size over just 
seven years to an annual GDP 
of £1.4bn. Not many econo-
mies can claim that level of 
success.  As the crisis began in 
2007, a Chamber of Commerce 
study revealed that Gibraltar 
accounted for one out of every 
six jobs in the Campo area; and 

we know how to hustle
Edward Macquisten of the Gibraltar 
Chamber of Commerce on why the 
economy of the Rock just keeps growing
the Rock’s entire economy ac-
counted for one eighth of the 
Campo’s economy. Frontier 
workers – defi ned as people 
who lived in Spain but worked 
in Gibraltar – earned €145m, 
the vast majority of which 
would have been spent in 
Spain. Today this has nearly 
doubled, as a new report is 
soon to show.
So how has Gibraltar managed 
to pull off such a stellar eco-
nomic performance when its 
Spanish neighbour, and much 
of Andalucia, remains in a scle-
rotic state?
Primarily it is because Gibral-

tar’s economy is based on 
trade. With a distinct lack of 
any natural resources, our 
business people are extremely 
active in seeking out new op-
portunities wherever they may 
be. If one market dries up they 
will seek out four more. In 
short, they hustle.
The second reason is that Gi-
braltar’s economy has diversi-
fi ed considerably since Spain 
re-opened the frontier in 1985. 
With this diversifi cation has 
come a need for new skill sets 
and qualifi cations.  Every Gi-
braltarian going to university 
has their fees covered by the 
government and when they 
come back there are good jobs 
for them to fi ll, whether in the 

public or, more usually, private 
sector.  So Gibraltar has a di-
versifi ed economy serviced by 
an increasingly educated work-
force. And as the economy has 
grown and developed, Gibraltar 
has attracted companies to 
come and base themselves on 
the Rock so that they can ser-
vice markets elsewhere. 

These may be in fi nancial ser-
vices, wealth management and 
insurance or in other sectors 
such as online gaming or web-
based businesses. The empha-
sis is on reputable businesses 
and they are all licensed by the 
local regulator, with both the 
IMF and Financial Action Task 
Force giving us glowing refer-
ences. 
The government, after all, does 
not want any dodgy or dubi-
ous operators. Such practices 
are discovered and shut down 
quickly.
Ultimately we are compliant 
in pretty much all areas and 
we have been very pro-active 
in signing Tax Information Ex-
change Agreements with 27 
other jurisdictions around the 
world including many of the 
G20 economies.

GOING to the dentist could 
even be a pleasure at Town 
Range Dental Practice.
With more than 30 years 
experience on the Rock 
under the original name of 
Mike Clark Dental Practice, 
Town Range has recently 
undergone a dramatic 
refurbishment and has a 
fresh, modern feel creating 
a tranquil and stress-free 
environment for patients. 
Dr Elisabeth Strahlberg 
has been at the helm since 
Mike Clark stepped back 
into a consultancy role in 
2014, and she has brought 
a wealth of experience to 
Gibraltar. 
Since qualifying from the 
Karolinska Institute in 
Sweden in 1999, she has 
chalked up 12 years of 
success in Sweden and the 
UK, both in the private sec-
tor and corporate practice.

S’miles 
better

Top job
If there is one element which 
defi nes the economy it is that 
our business community is 
based on real relationships, 
not just contacts. In this age of 
LinkedIn and Twitter, networks 
of contacts are all very well.  
But unless you have good rela-
tionships with each of your con-
tacts it is diffi cult to use them 
to mutual advantage. 

IT has been a great year for 
Russell Hood of First Choice 
Recruitment. 
“The fi nancial services sector 
has been growing rapidly, in 
particular the insurance indus-
try has mushroomed, and the 
trust and company administra-
tion area has been very buoy-
ant,” he says.
“Accountancy recruitment 
across all sectors has been 
busy, which has highlighted a 
shortage of strong part-quali-
fi ed staff available locally. 

OPTIMISTIC: Edward Macquisten

“Fortunately the whole region 
is still a desired destination 
for experienced expats of all 
nationalities, so any shortfall 
in local talent is made up for 
by them and the local Spanish 
population, who are experienc-
ing a lack of opportunities in 
their own communities. 
“All in all, I believe 2015 is go-
ing to be a great year for busi-
ness in Gibraltar.”

ACCIDENTS happen but with STM Life, Health and Pensions Ltd, 
customers know they’re covered when they do.
The fi rm is committed to helping both individuals and companies 
fi nd the best health insurance solutions. Clients range from mul-
tinationals arranging cover for their workforce to individuals  look-
ing to safeguard their family.
Part of the STM Group - intermediaries for health insurers Bupa 
Global, Interglobal and ALC - clients have the added assurance of 
knowing that the the company is FSA registered.
For more information, visit www.stmnummos.com or call 956 794 781.

Better safe than sorry
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EVEN though he’s pushing 80, Gibraltarian estate agent Solo-
mon Levy MBE still has to talk down his playboy image. 
“I’m not all that bad, and I’m certainly not some perverted old 
man,” says the 77-year-old, who has become an institution on 
the Rock over the decades. 
Looking dapper in a pinstripe suit and one of his signature 
bow ties, Solomon – known locally as ‘Momy’ – celebrates an 
astonishing 55 years in business on April 1, making him the 
longest-serving estate agent on the Rock. 
“I feel very proud about that, because in 1713 in the Treaty of 
Utrecht it was stated no Jews or Moors will be allowed on the 
Rock,” he adds. 
“But one of the proudest achievements of my life was being 
made the fi rst civil mayor of my home town.” 
Solomon was civil mayor between August 2008 and July 2009, 
following a family tradition and the political footsteps of his 
late uncle Sir Joshua Hassan, the fi rst Chief Minister, who ruled 
for nearly two decades. 
“If I had to choose between the knighthood or being mayor I 
would defi nitely choose being mayor,” says Solomon. 

Gibraltar special
 February 19th - March 4th 2015

The patriotic playboy
A Gibraltarian institution, estate agent Solomon Levy is 
well-known for his love of the ladies. But he’s ‘not all that 
bad’, writes Imogen Calderwood

LEVY HQ: Solomon’s offi ce

THERE aren’t many law 
fi rms around the world 
that recommend yoga 

classes to their clients.
But Amber Law takes a holistic 
approach to helping its custom-
ers, recommending whatever 
it takes to improve their lives 
throughout  and even after the 
legal process.
“We want to help transform 
family lives in the best way 
possible, whether that means 
fi nding our clients therapists, 
psychiatrists or yoga teachers,” 
explains founder Amber Turner, 
family barrister and interper-
sonal mediator, who worked 
for seven years at a leading Gi-
braltar law fi rm after graduat-
ing from Bristol University and 
Inns of Court School of Law, 
London.
Describing her fi rm as a team 
of ‘street lawyers’, because 
they deal with their clients’ per-
sonal  issues, she adds:  “We 
feel we have an ethical and 
moral responsibility to help 
them in whatever way possible. 
“That can mean providing sup-
port emotionally and psycho-
logically.
“It’s more than just being a 
friendly face, we want to help  
positively transform their lives.”
A refreshing approach to legal 
work, going back to old fash-
ioned caring values, the group 
of lawyers, now numbering 
four, share all the running costs 
of the fi rm. 
Solicitor and mediator, Fiona 
Young fi ts in perfectly with the 

fi rm’s ethos. 
Formerly working at leading 
fi rms in both London and Gi-
braltar - she now juggles bring-
ing up two children (eight and 
fi ve), while running a fl ourish-
ing employment practice.
“I needed to work for a fi rm 
where things can be fl exible 
and I’m working with like-mind-
ed people,” she explains. 
Having fi rst met Amber from 
opposing benches on an em-
ployment tribunal case, the 

pair now form an impressive 
double act.
“We are supporting working 
men and women and often 
work together to get the best 
possible result,” she explains.
The fi rm is now set to begin a 
recruitment drive to add to its 
team of specialists, also includ-
ing Spanish lawyer Francisca 
Luna Ivars and personal injury 
solicitor Simon Murphy, who 
recently joined from a top Liv-
erpool fi rm.

The street 
lawyers
Amber Law takes a 
refreshing, holistic 
approach to 
helping its clients

ON THE RIGHT ROAD: Fiona, Amber and Simon
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 “THE property market in Gibraltar is moving at its fastest rate 
ever.  We are embarking on our best year ever, with people 
buying at a rapid rate even though prices are slightly infl ated 
due to a shortage of homes.
“Buyers are fl ocking in from Spain due to the changes in taxa-
tion and with the rise in gaming and insurance companies 
over the last three years, it has meant we have been severely 

short of both sale and rental prop-
erties.
“This has led to prices almost dou-
bling in the rental market, with a 
three-bed lower end property rising 
from £750 to £1,400 and one-bed 
fl ats in Ocean Village, for example, 
going up from £1,000 to £1,650.  
This is defi nitely a landlords market.
“We have recently seen the launch-
es of the fourth and fi fth phases 
of the stunning Ocean Village de-
velopment, with its three gorgeous 
blocks playing host to swimming 
pools, jacuzzis and leisure areas 
overlooking the very attractive ma-
rina. 

“Incredibly, the fourth sold out in just 36 hours leaving many 
investors disappointed and prices already rising as people put 
their names down for re-sales.  
“It meant that Ocean Village had to be more clever when they 
launched the fi fth phase and offered it out to VIP clients to 
reserve and sign once specifi cations had been released.
“Anybody who has bought in Ocean Village has defi nitely made 
a profi t already, only in Gibraltar…”

a landlords’ market

With seventeen years’ experience on the rock, we are 
experts in all aspects of relocation, from finding the 
right property for you and your family to helping with 
schooling, registration, taxation and employment. 

We have the largest selection of rental properties in 
Gibraltar and if you are looking to buy and cannot 
find the right property we will find it for you.

Call into our office or speak to one of friendly local 
staff.

VISIT US AT 83 GOVERNORS STREET, GIBRALTAR
OR CALL US ON 00350 20044537

www.FindaProperty.gi   |   T: 00350 20044537

Sales, rentals and management

IT is why the property mar-
ket is so strong in Gibraltar, 
he believes, adding that 
sales are up an incredible 

32% this year so far.“Our cli-
ents are initially attracted to 
Gibraltar either for personal 
tax reasons or because their 
employer is in Gibraltar for 
corporation tax reasons,” he 
explains.  “It’s this continual 
steady infl ow of wealth and 
employment for tax reasons 
that underpins such eco-
nomic growth year on year, 
despite Europe’s economic 
woes generally”.  

His agency was established 
in London in 1805, the same 
year as Nelson was fi ghting 
the Battle of Trafalgar just 
off the coast of Gibraltar.  
Chesterton is now fi rmly es-
tablished as the leading real 
estate agent on the Rock.  It 
is the tax angle that is driving 
the Chesterton business.

The rock stars…
...as having one of the highest GDP per capita fi gures in the 
world, explains Mike Nicholls of Chesterton Gibraltar

In the next few years 
there is going to be 
a building boom in 

Gibraltar

                        + 350 200 40041
  enquiries@chesterton.gi                     

chesterton.gi 
                   20 Ocean Village Promenade, Gibraltar     www.facebook.com/ChestertonGibraltar

Only one real estate agent in Gibraltar 
can tick all of these boxes:

Over 200 years of property experience

Offices across five continents

Client accounting software endorsed by the Institute of Chartered Accountants

Saturday opening

Ring-fenced Client Accounts for holding landlord & tenant monies

Independent from any property developer or legal firm in Gibraltar

The Olive Press met Anna Moffatt (below) 
of Find a Property Gibraltar
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Onward and upward
NOT many properties on the 
Rock can count on a five-car 
garage and private pool.
But stunning Ashtead Cot-
tage is very much one of a 
kind.
On the market through Sav-
ills, the detached villa has 
many original features and 
even has its own separate 
self-contained apartment.
Boasting six double bed-
rooms, three roof terraces 
and panoramic views, it 
dates back to the 18th cen-
tury. It was built by the widow 
of a Peninsula war veteran in 
1815 and latterly lived in by 
respected Gibraltarian law-
yer Henry King, whose wife 
made extensive improve-
ments to the property, cost-
ing £2,200,000.
This and many other stun-
ning homes are available 
through prestigious agency 
Savills Gibraltar, which is 

“Chesterton’s transaction 
volumes are 32% per cent up 
on last year,” adds Nicholls. 
“Firstly because there contin-
ues to be a net influx of peo-
ple into Gibraltar requiring a 
property. And secondly, be-
cause the tenant or buyer de-
mands a professional agent 
with a strong reputation to 
do the conveyancing.” One 
concern for Nicholls is that 
the estate agency industry in 
Gibraltar is currently unregu-

lated. “We lag behind much 
of Europe in terms of properly 
regulating estate agency ac-
tivity.”  
However, the implementa-
tion of the forthcoming Fair 
Trade Act in Gibraltar should 
at least see some consumer 
protection.  “We have pushed 
for regulation for some time, 
so this new act is a start at 
least,” he adds.  “It’s abso-
lutely needed because in the 
next few years there is go-

now striding into its fourth year 
with an ever-growing wealth of 
experience and priceless local 
knowledge.
Providing homeowners with the 
impeccable service that befits 

a globally-recognised brand, 
Savills - based conveniently 
in Irish Town - is ready for all 
the Rock’s real estate needs 
and has some exciting ex-
pansion plans for this year.

FIT FOR A KING: Ashtead Cottage, Upper Town

ing to be a building boom in 
Gibraltar and estate agents 
are going to be busy. For the 
benefit of Gibraltar, we want 
to ensure that new clients’ 
first experience in the prop-
erty market is a professional 
one.”

Mike nicholls is manag-
ing director of Chesterton 
Gibraltar and treasurer 
of Gibraltar’s Chamber of 
Commerce
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www.ibexinsure.com
Ibex Insurance Services Ltd 2014.  Ibex Insurance Services Ltd, 68 Irish Town, Gibraltar. Registered no. 77247. 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Commission FSC 006 43B

We can provide cover for Gibraltarian, 
Spanish or UK registered vehicles as well 
as your home whether they are located in 
Gibraltar or Spain.

 Competitive premiums
 Underwritten at Lloyd’s of London
 Flexible payment options 
 Efficient claims service
 Multi policy discounts

Ibex driving down the cost of car insurance 

We can insure your car, motorbike, house, pet, holiday home, health, boat, business, holiday, community, offer funeral plans… and more! 

Call +350 200 02180  or Email gibraltar@ibexinsure.com 
68 Irish Town, Gibraltar



36 www.theolivepress.esthe olive press - February 19th - March 4th

Gibraltar special
www.theolivepress.es        February 19th - March 4th 2015

36



37www.theolivepress.es the olive press -   February 19th - March 4th

Gibraltar special
www.theolivepress.es        February 19th - March 4th 2015

37

INTERNATIONAL medical 
insurance company ALC 
Health has opened a new 
offi ce in Gibraltar.
Following on from the UK 
and Spain, the plush new 
base in Ocean Village is 
the perfect location to ser-
vice the company’s existing 
Gibraltar client base and to 
work with the large range 
of leading insurance com-
panies in the enclave.
Run by Sue Wilson, who 
has been working for the 
company in Spain since 
2003, the company places 
a high emphasis on build-
ing one to one relation-
ships with its clients.
Its founder Sarah Jewell, 
who has worked in the 
medical insurance indus-
try for two decades, was 
awarded an MBE last year.

Visit www.alchealth.
com for more informa-
tion about aLC Health

In tip top 
health

Still seeing red

DO you work long hours in Gi-
braltar but live in Spain and 
don’t have time to organise 
your car and home insurance?
Ibex Insurance has the answer!
We can insure cars on Spanish, 
UK or Gibraltar plates and can 
insure your home in Spain or 
Gibraltar.  You don’t even have 
to visit our offi ce in Irish Town, 
we can do it all over the phone.  
Just give us a call on 00350 
200 44628 or complete a 
web quote form on our website 
www.ibexinsure.com and we’ll 
call you back.
We can also insure your mo-
torbike, pet, holidays, boat, 
health, business, holiday 
home…and more!
Buying insurance is not the 
most exciting way to spend 
your time so just give us a call.

Ibex has 
the answerAFTER a couple of 

years working in the 
Gibraltar civil service 
Eddie Lucas fi gured 

there had to be something 
more exciting to do.
It was the heart of the 
1980s property boom and 
he saw a gap in the mar-
ket… to open a builders’ 
merchants.
Now 27 years on and things 
are still going strong for In-
terbuild, one of Gibraltar’s 
key suppliers of materials 
for the construction busi-
ness.
“I saw an opportunity for ma-
terials,” explains the friendly 
Gibraltarian, who had previ-
ously earned himself an MOD 
apprenticeship.
“I think we developed fast 
due to our strong belief in 

Built from 
scratch

Builders’ merchants Interbuild 
has seen nearly three decades 
thanks to 
boss Eddie Lucas

putting the customer fi rst – 
without exception.”
The merchants supplies 
a range of products, from 
range ovens to paint and 
from fi replaces to kitchens.
“We try to supply only the 
fi nest products around, 
tried and tested products 
we would only be too happy 
to have in our own homes,” 
adds Lucas, who has a keen 
interest in local politics.
Around 90% of the products 
are imported from the UK 

including Dulux paints, Brit-
ish Gypsum, Hammerite, and 
Black & Decker.
The business also works 
with Rangemaster ovens, 
Bosch appliances and Tem-
pur mattresses and pillows.
“Interbuild can boast of 
having supplied materials 
to virtually all new develop-
ments on the Rock, from ba-
sic brick and blocks to roof-
ing tiles, luxury kitchens 
and appliances to paints 
and street furniture,” adds 

GRAFTER: Eddie Lucas
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BUST-UPS at the border are a tale as old as time. But now the 
Spanish are up to something even more peculiar at the frontier. 
With the European Commission telling Spain to sort its act out, 
the country is beginning to take action… but the action being 
taken isn’t completely clear. 
Work has been ongoing on the Spanish side of the border for a 
number of months but it is unclear what is actually being built.
It has been the topic of conversation in the House of Commons 
and within European Parliament. Earlier this month, it even 
lured Spain’s new anti-corruption party, Podemos, into speak-
ing out about the nations’ soured relationship. 
Chief Minister Fabian Picardo even admitted that he was at a 
loss as to what the Spaniards are up to. 
In an interview with the Olive Press this issue, he said: “We’re 

trying to get details from the European Commission, but even 
they are fi nding it diffi cult.”
Meanwhile, a Spanish-led incentive to speed up the queues has 
fallen fl at on its face. 
Labelled the ‘red channel’, people who live in Spain and work 
in Gibraltar were offered the chance to sign up to a scheme to 
fl y across the frontier. 
Launched in July, over 4,000 Spanish workers with contracts 
of employment in Gibraltar are eligible to sign up. 
However, only 100 have signed up so far and Spanish workers 
union, Astecg, has labelled the system ‘discriminatory’. 
Salvador Molina of Astecg said: “Why should we, the workers, 
avoid the frontier queues but others, such as expectant moth-
ers and children, should not?”

Spain is fi nally 
taking action 
at the border...
but it’s still not 
clear what that 
action is

Lucas.
“Our motto ‘Working Hard 
for Your Business’ re-
mains to this day and it is 
our code of practice. I am 
confi dent you will fi nd our 
competitive service and 
customer support hard to 
match,” he concludes.
Visit Interbuild at Unit 12 
The New Harbours, Gibral-
tar. Tel (350) 200 74567 or 
email sales@interbuild.gi
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IF you’re still feeling peck-
ish after lunch, head to 
The Landings restaurant on 
Queensway Quay, which now 
offers traditional afternoon 
tea. 
Owner Ann Hudson makes 
all the cakes, scones and sa-
voury quiches from scratch. 
She takes pride in her cook-
ing, and always makes sure 
there is a good selection 
available, from carrot cake 
and chocolate cup cakes to 
coconut macaroons and Vic-
toria sandwiches. 
It’s a recipe that will go down 
especially well with the tea-
loving British so when you’re 
next in Gibraltar visit The 
Landings and do it ‘proper’ 
with an authentic afternoon 
tea.
You can also download The 
Landings app for free from 
the App store and search 
for up-to-date specials, news 
and menus. 
For more information, call 
20066100 or visit www.the-
landings.gi

Join the 
tea set

WHERE TO EAT

WHERE TO STAY

IT’S the Gibraltar equivalent 
of Piccadilly Circus and there 
is no better place to watch 
the world go by than on its 

fi nest terrace at Café Solo.
This institution, in Casemates 
Square, has been serving up 
a superb range of Italian and 
Mediterranean dishes for over 
a decade.
Inside you will be sitting within 
the old army barracks, where 
you get excellent WiFi facilities 
and a splendid coffee, plus 
cake, if needed.
Another institution, also big on 
its coffee is Sacarello’s, which 
has been serving up a decent 
brew for nearly two centuries.
A true Gibraltar haunt for morn-
ing coffee, lunch, afternoon tea 
or supper, this charming old 
spot also counts on one of the 
best private art collections on 
the Rock.
This is all thanks to current 
boss Patrick Sacarello, 62, who 
is a huge art lover and regularly 
travels to exotic countries to ac-

a family 
affair
Jon Clarke picks 
out a selection of 
interesting spots 
to eat on the 
Rock

quire his paintings.
It was his great-grandfather 
Bartholomew who founded the 
existing business in 1888, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his 
Italian grandfather, a trader, 
who had arrived on the Rock 
in 1817.
“Although I studied at a London 
university, I ended up coming 
back to coffee because it’s 
such a beautiful business.”
For a more formal fi ne dining 
experience you should head to 
charming Queensway Quay, a 
millionaire’s playground, where 
houses start around the £4.2 
million mark.
Here, you will fi nd the excellent 
Landings restaurant, which 
has counted John Prescott, 
First Minister Fabian Picardo 
and a variety of Coronation 
Street stars as guests.
“We get a lot of wealthy yachtie 
types too,” explains owner Ann 
Hudson, who heralds from the 
south coast of England.
The menu is also appropriately 
grand, with a superb mix of ex-

citing dishes and plenty of ad-
venturous cuisine.
This season’s highlights in-
clude a delicious duck leg and 
a tasty seafood salad of lobster 
and prawn, beautifully present-
ed with a slice of goats cheese, 
baby grapefruit slices and a 
free range egg. It also special-
ises in afternoon teas.
Two more excellent options 
for dining are the restaurant 
at the rock Hotel (see Page 
26), and La Caleta Hotel, 
where you can fi nd a fantastic 
range of dishes from around 
the world.
One of the highlights was the 
excellent sushi starter, as well 
as the Hoisin chicken wrap and 
the ‘Reggae, Reggae Nachos’.
The best day to visit is every 
Wednesday when you will be 
treated to live music by a su-
perb jazz trio... and if you’ve 
got any sense you will stay for 
the night.

TIMELESS: 
Sacarello’s 
and (inset) 
sushi at La 
Caleta

IT has been a great few 
months for the Gibraltar ho-
tel scene, with not one but 
two amazing new renovation 

jobs just fi nished.
The fi rst at La Caleta Hotel, 
sitting on its own beach with 
incredible views towards Africa, 
has seen the arrival of a styl-
ish new restaurant and a total 
upgrade of the lobby and bar 
area, not to mention its rooms.
The stylish textile walls in the 
bar and restaurant area, plus a 
series of arty black and white 
photos really add to the look.
Another amazing new refur-

Sleep like a 
rock

bishment has just fi nished at 
the rock Hotel, one of the en-
clave’s most established build-
ings, constructed in 1932.
This charming place has had 
a very stylish new makeover 

with brand new rooms and all 
the communal areas massively 
spruced up.
Aesthetically-pleasing, this 
charming spot, which has 
counted on Winston Churchill, 

Errol Flynn and Dennis Water-
man as former guests, maxi-
mizes on light and has some 
wonderful views across the Bay 
of Gibraltar inland to the Serra-
nia de Ronda.

IDYLLIC: La Caleta and (left) the Rock Hotel’s new dining room

TOP TERRACE: Cafe Solo
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Enjoy an after work drink overlooking panoramic sea views,  
or drop in for a weekend brunch with wine.  
And it’s the perfect place for a before or after dinner cocktail.
Stunning views and contemporary styling ...You’ll love it.

GIBRALTAR’S BRAND NEW BISTRO ON THE BAY

Classic cocktails, a bistro-style menu with dishes from around the globe
and wines from the New and Old World

ba   view lounge
B i s t r o

T: (+350) 200 76501
reservations@caletahotel.gi

www.caletahotel.com

The bistro is open daily from  
11am through to 1am  

for drinks, sandwiches & snacks.
Lunch is served from 12:30-3pm

Dinner: 6:30-10:30pm
Live jazz trio every Wednesday 7-10.30pmSir Herbert Miles Road, Catalan Bay, PO Box 73, Gibraltar
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Gibraltar special
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